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Overheard ... in the International Press 
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Understanding and dialogue for the future 


For President Ricardo Lagos, the start of 2004 was marked by an active international agenda.





On January 8, he paid a working visit to San Diego, USA, where he was presented with the 2004 Award for Democracy and Peace by the University of California’s Institute of the Americas. He later gave a lecture on hemispheric relations and the impact of globalization. 





On the 12th and 13th, he participated in the Special Summit of the Americas in Monterrey, Mexico. As the summit’s first speaker, he emphasized the need to strengthen solidarity among the region’s countries, acknowledge their differences and lay the groundwork for true integration. 





At the Summit’s closing ceremony, he responded with firmness when Bolivian President Carlos Mesa appealed to him to find a definitive solution to that country’s demand for access to the sea. President Lagos was precise in his answer: there are no remaining sovereignty issues between Chile and Bolivia. He also proposed resuming diplomatic relations with Bolivia “here and now,” as well as discussing a “future-oriented agenda” that would bring “mutual benefits for both countries.” 





The President offered several facts giving evidence of Chile’s ongoing openness to dialogue with Bolivia as well as the benefits it provides to that country. Bolivia enjoys free transit and numerous dispensations for access to the Pacific Ocean through Chile, in addition to port privileges enjoyed by almost no other landlocked country in the world.





During the administration of President Hugo Banzer, the Chilean government offered Bolivia a free, indefinite land concession to export its natural gas, without tariff and subject to Bolivian labor laws. Chile also proposed to negotiate an accord on integration and infrastructure, a mining treaty and an economic complementation agreement, with immediate tariff reductions for Bolivian products and a delay of five years or more for tariff reductions on Chilean goods. The Bolivian government did not accept the proposal.





Spain’s King and Queen in Chile


In Antarctica, amid a rather undiplomatic blizzard,


the State visit of King Juan Carlos of Spain came 


to an end on January 17. “It’s been a while since


I enjoyed myself this much,” commented the King in his farewell to President Lagos at Villa Las Estrellas, the Chilean civil settlement in Antarctica which is home to 20 families. While waiting for the weather to improve for the flight out of the Chilean Antarctic Territory, the President and the King toured the Straits of Magellan on the transport ship Aquiles, visiting Magdalena Island, a nature sanctuary where some 50,000 pairs of penguins nest. The two leaders also flew by helicopter over islands in the zone. 





The King’s schedule and that of Queen Sofía included activities in Santiago – where they met with President Lagos and his wife at La Moneda Palace as well as with the resident Spanish community – and in Valparaíso, where they attended a session of Chile’s Congreso Pleno. The King also inaugurated a promotional exhibit for the 2004 Barcelona Forum and spoke to the Chile-Spain Business and Investment Cooperation Forum, which brings together 74 Spanish and 250 Chilean companies to evaluate reciprocal investment opportunities.





People come first


Chile reached significant goals in 2003, furthering the government’s central objective of expanding opportunities for individuals and increasing their access to the benefits of the country’s progress. 





Perhaps the most symbolic event was the commemoration of the 30th anniversary of the 1973 coup d’état. Extensive reports in the press and a variety of ceremonies appealed to Chileans’ memories. A determined call was heard from diverse sectors of society that “never again” would human rights violations be committed in Chile, or Chileans view each other as enemies. In August, President Lagos had presented his Human Rights Proposal, “There Is No Tomorrow Without a Yesterday,” to the country, followed later by the creation of the National Commission on Political Imprisonment and Torture. 





The field of education also saw significant triumphs during the year. The most important was the constitutional reform increasing the country’s period of free and mandatory schooling from eight to twelve years. A Digital Literacy Campaign was set in motion, training more than 100,000 people over the age of 15 in the use of information and communications technologies between 2002 and 2003.


 


In legislative affairs, financing was approved for the AUGE Plan, the pillar of the country’s health reform efforts, as well as the Chile Solidarity program, aimed at eradicating extreme poverty. Funding was also granted for the programs focusing on government purchasing, the treatment of workers and the accountability of high public officials, which form part of Chile’s initiative to reform and modernize the State. 





The year also saw the creation of the National Cultural Council, a longtime aspiration of artists and cultural leaders. The results of an extensive research project focusing on the country’s indigenous peoples were also delivered to the President, as part of an effort to promote their traditions and cultural heritage and to identify their specific needs. 





In the international sphere, four trade accords were signed or put into operation: the Political, Economic and Cooperative Association Agreement with the European Union as well as the free trade agreements with South Korea, the United States and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA).





Chile on foot


A unique path is being constructed in the valleys of Chile’s Andean foothills. From Visviri on the Altiplano in the north, to Cape Horn in the south, the 8,000-kilometer “Sendero de Chile” (Chilean Trail) will invite travelers to explore the country on foot, by bicycle or on horseback.





The 1.2-meter-wide trail is among the projects developed to commemorate the country’s bicentennial in 2010. Traversing territories once inhabited by the Inca, Aymara, Atacameño and Pehuenche peoples, it will be equipped with signposts and camping areas as well as basic lodges every 30 kilometers. Informational placards will help educate the trail’s users about the flora and fauna of each zone.





To date, 20 sections of the trail, totaling some 500 kilometers, have been constructed in the 13 regions. The most recent segment, in the Santiago foothills, was inaugurated by President Lagos in early January. The trail will pass by 270 villages, 70 of which are indigenous communities. It will also connect half of the country’s National Protected Forest Areas, as well as some 40 national parks and reserves from the northern Andean plains to the Patagonian steppes. 


www.senderodechile.cl





A month for theater


In Chile, the new year begins with an abundance of cultural activities throughout the country. During January, the leading role is played by the theater, which attracts audiences with classic performances, debuts and new releases of the previous year’s most popular shows. 





Outstanding among this year’s offerings is the 11th International “Teatro a Mil” Festival, featuring 55 works presented by Chilean theater companies as well as guest troupes from France, Uruguay, Brazil, Argentina and Mexico. The festival’s events are held in traditional theaters and open-air stages in Santiago, Valparaíso and Antofagasta. 





Thousands of spectators were recently enthralled by the work of the French street theater company Royal de Luxe. The group presents the unusual story of an acting company that tries to overcome a financial crisis by simultaneously staging Shakespeare’s Hamlet and Molière’s The Imaginary Invalid, with the resulting confusion. After a week of performances on a rotating stage in front of La Moneda Palace, the company began a tour of northern Chile, stopping to perform in the small villages along their route. 





The festival also includes a production of Alturas de Machu Picchu, which brings Pablo Neruda’s Latin American poetic manifesto to the stage with a troupe of 22 actors. The performance, sponsored by the Presidential Advisory Commission for the Pablo Neruda Centennial, is among the events held to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the birth of the poet, winner of the 1971 Nobel Prize for Literature.
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Festival in Valparaíso 


For four days, between December 27 and 30, more than 750,000 people enjoyed the second Valparaíso Cultural Carnival. 





Popular and classical music, painting, sculpture, literature, dance, theater and cinema filled the hills, plazas, streets, theaters and shoreline of Chile’s principal port. This year, the Carnival was partnered with the city of  Guanajuato, Mexico, allowing many artists from that country to participate. In December 2003, the partner city will be Salvador de Bahía, Brazil.





The performances and venues of the Mexican guests were crowded with visitors: Café Tacuba, the tenor Fernando de la Mora, Mariachis de la Marina, the Mexican National Theater Company, and the art show “Portraits and Landscapes of Guanajuato,” among others. Chilean performers were popular as well, including Joe Vasconcellos, the band Los Petinellis, the Great Circus Theater – featuring a trilogy of works by the late director Andrés Pérez – and a rock music festival.





The crowning event was a grand carnival attended by more than 200,000 people, in which allegorical floats descended from the hills accompanied by street players, highlighting the city’s popular art.








Did You Know?


In a unanimous vote, Chilean attorney Juan Somavía was reelected as Director-General of the International Labor Organization (ILO) for the 2004-2009 period.





During January, Chile exercised the presidency of the United Nations Security Council, represented by its ambassador, Heraldo Muñoz.





The first generation of female Chilean Air Force pilots graduated in December 2003. In her first official flight in a Chilean-made Pillán aircraft, the best student of the class, María José Casas, had Minister of Defense Michelle Bachelet as a passenger.





Southern Chile is the site of some of the planet’s last remaining temperate rain forests. 











President Ricardo Lagos and King Juan Carlos of Spain in Antarctica.





Facts


On January 14, Standard & Poor’s raised Chile’s risk classification from “A-” to “A.” 





In the annual index prepared by The Wall Street Journal and the Heritage Foundation, Chile was ranked among the 15 countries with the highest levels of economic freedom. 





Chile is one of the world’s ten leading seafood producers, and its salmon industry is considered one of the most efficient.  





The -0.3% registered by the Consumer Price Index in December 2003 allowed Chile to achieve its lowest annual inflation rate since 1935: 1.1%.





The Goldman Sachs banking group plans to create a southern ecological reserve on 272,000 hectares in Tierra del Fuego. The land shelters a unique ecosystem of temperate high-latitude beech forests as well as the world’s last remaining stands of lenga trees.





Chile’s editorial output expanded by 20.6% during 2003, according to the Chilean Book Council.





A shipment of grapes was the first Chilean product to enter the United States free of tariff after the entry into force of the Free Trade Agreement between the two countries on January 1. One day earlier, the grapes would have been subject to a tariff of $1.80 per cubic meter. 








Quotes from President Lagos





“With all of their cultural, ethnic and linguistic diversity, the nations of the Americas share ideals which helped to give birth to our Republics: democracy, respect for human rights, and a free economy for growth, but with social policies ensuring that this growth reaches every corner of our respective countries.”


Inaugural address of the Special Summit of the Americas.


Monterrey, Mexico. January 12, 2004 





“With Spain, we share a common history and a common future. With Spain, we share fundamental values, and those values have been reflected in this visit.” 


Farewell address to 


King Juan Carlos. 


Chilean Antarctic Territory, 


January 17, 2004





“The State must support culture in a way that is not subject to the whims of fashion or the market. It must continue to provide opportunities so that we can more closely incorporate ourselves into a society and a world that are becoming increasingly globalized.”  


During the presentation ceremony for the National Music Award. 


La Moneda, January 19, 2004





“Behind each fruit is the work of your hands, the efforts of ‘aunts’ and ‘uncles’ who take care of your children. Behind each fruit is the effort of the entrepreneurs and seasonal managers. Ultimately,  behind each fruit is a little bit of Chile telling the world that we are on the right track, that we are taking care of the workers, their children, and the entrepreneurs, so that Chile can continue to grow.”


At the opening of a day care center for the children of temporary agricultural workers. 


Pelequén, January 20, 2004











People of Chile


Iván Zamorano 





“Bam Bam” or “Ivan the Terrible” is probably one of the most admired men 


in Chile, and not surprisingly, around the world as well. Soccer fans revere Iván 


Zamorano as one of the greatest players in history, a man who overcame a difficult 


childhood through his own effort and dedication.


He was born on January 18, 1967 in a humble settlement of Santiago. His father died when he was only eight, but he never hesitated in dedicating himself to the support of his mother and his younger sister. From childhood, soccer seemed to be in his blood: the dusty fields of his neighborhood were witnesses to his determination to be the best. 


His first paycheck as a professional soccer player –11 dollars – came in 1985, when he played for Cobresal, the team of a mining village in northern Chile. From that moment on he never stopped, playing for Switzerland’s Saint Gallen, Sevilla and Real Madrid of Spain, Italy’s Inter Milan and Mexico’s America. In the mid-1990s, playing for Real Madrid, he was the season’s “pichichi” or top scorer, with 28 goals. 


His “garra” or sharpness is well-recognized: on the field, he never lets up the pressure.  His inborn talent – and above all, his character – have earned him the affection of the fans and the respect of the sports press. Yet the source of his greatest satisfaction has undoubtedly been “la Roja,” the red jersey of Chile’s National Team, for which he served as captain for many years. Children are another of his central concerns: an active ambassador for Unicef, he has also established a soccer institute in Santiago to train youngsters like himself.


In July 2003, at the age of 36, he publicly announced his retirement from soccer, commenting: “I have noticed that my struggle is no longer on the soccer field.” He is in love and planning marriage, and he wants to start a family. 


His farewell was a grand one. During games in Italy and Spain, his former teams paid him homage that was received by the fans with resounding applause. For his farewell match in Chile, the National Stadium was packed with spectators as an all-star lineup – including Ronaldo of Brazil, Colombian Carlos Valderrama and Javier Zanetti of Argentina – took on Chile’s National Team.
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Overheard





“[President Lagos] is a strong leader who believes in human dignity, human rights and liberty.” “I am grateful for his strong voice in our neighborhood (…). We have enjoyed a very close working relationship, and the world must take note of the fact that Chile and the United States have negotiated and finalized a Free Trade Agreement.”


President George Bush.


Monterrey, Mexico.


January 12, 2004


“Chile has the most stable economy in Latin America, and we are very happy that we were able to enter it. It is one of the few emerging markets in which we did not have a real presence.” 


Jan Astrom, President of SCA,


a Swedish international paper company.


Santiago, January 14, 2004





“It fills us with satisfaction to confirm that Chile today enjoys solid prestige and growing leadership, thanks to its long democratic tradition and the dynamism of its economy.”  


King Juan Carlos of Spain.


Address to Chile’s Congreso Pleno. 


Valparaíso, January 14, 2004
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Agenda 


January 26-27: Official Visit by President Lagos to Denmark.


January 26: Luisa Durán de Lagos is designated Ambassador for the Bicentennial of the Birth of Hans Christian Andersen, in 2005. Copenhagen, Denmark. 


January 28: Working Visit to France.


January 28-30: State Visit to Croatia. 


January 30: Visit to Geneva, Switzerland. 
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