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Modernizing Public Administration


Chile is one of the world’s least corrupt countries, ranked number 17 in the index published by Transparency International. Yet faced with some unusual incidents brought to light in recent months, the government has decided to take the bull by the horns.





President Ricardo Lagos met with the leaders of the political parties represented in Chile’s legislature, including the opposition. From these discussions arose the Agenda for Reform and Modernization of the State, which includes initiatives to make Chile’s public administration more transparent as well as measures to stimulate the economy. 





Chile stands the most to gain from this accord, the President stressed, since it will help the nation advance toward the future and forge a “decent and clean” society. 





The agenda has three fundamental aspects: the Reform and Modernization of the State, comprising structural reforms to the country’s public administration system as well as measures to improve financial management and promote decentralization; the Pro-Transparency Agenda, including campaign finance reforms; and the Pro-Growth Agenda, aimed at improving business productivity, which in turn will boost the country’s growth rate and create more jobs. 





Efforts to Save the Ozone Layer


A rather odd traffic light can be seen in the city of Punta Arenas, in Chile’s deep south: it displays the radiation level hitting pedestrians as a result of the hole in the ozone layer. Punta Arenas was  directly below the gap for some time. 





As a result, President Lagos chose to take advantage of the International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme’s (IGBP) annual meeting in January to issue a fervent plea to the industrialized nations, urging them to take all necessary steps to reduce the emission of gases implicated in the greenhouse effect and global warming. 





The President also called upon those leaders who have not yet signed the Kyoto Protocol to do so, or to propose measures to help mitigate the global damage to the environment. Finally, he announced the submission to Congress of a bill which would gradually prohibit the importation of products affecting the ozone layer. 





Chile has signed the most important agreements in this area, including the Montreal and Kyoto Protocols. And thanks to measures enforced by the government, Chile’s use of ozone-damaging substances has been reduced by 50 percent. 





To Use and Conserve


With more than 4,000 kilometers of coastline and exceptionally rich fishing grounds, Chile needed a more flexible legal framework to effectively regulate fishing activities. It now has one: the new Fisheries Law.  





The law will provide greater stability for both small-scale and industrial fishing operations, by putting more order into the extraction of resources. The underlying objectives are to stimulate investment in the sector, promote higher added value in production, encourage resource conservation and provide more employment stability.





In addition, the measure increases the representation of small-scale fishermen on the National Fishing Council, reaffirms their exclusive right to fish the first five coastal miles from the Fifth Region southward, and excludes industrial fishing operations from the interior waters of the southern sea. It also sets up a Fisheries Administration Fund, which will finance research, training programs and projects aimed at developing and promoting small-scale fishing operations.


Toys of Hope


With effort and dedication, Chilean villagers, cooperatives and microenterprises fashion toys  from wool and scraps of cloth. The process takes place under the guidance of the Solidarity Foundation, which supports men and women seeking to escape from poverty and marginalization.


Sample toys were shipped to Nuremberg, Germany, where they were displayed at the 54th Toy Fair (Spielwarenmesse), the sector’s leading international trade exhibition.





This opportunity for productive work has helped 500 low-income individuals improve their quality of life. All of their products meet the demanding requirements for children’s toys – especially in the European Union – allowing them to reach an expanded market. In 2002, over half of these creations were sold outside the country.





Among the products are puppets and marionettes, dolls representing Chile’s indigenous ethnic groups, infant stimulation toys and crafts from various regions of the country. There are meticulously-crafted wooden toys as well, including tops, jump ropes and cup-and-ball (emboque) games. And arpilleras  – wall hangings made from scraps of cloth sewn onto burlap sacks– which offer a colorful view of life in Chilean villages.





Into the Heart of the Antarctic


A number of studies have revealed that the Antarctic glaciers are thinning, raising the level of the sea and affecting global climate patterns. To research this issue on location, the Valdivia Center for Scientific Studies (CECS) in southern Chile undertook a historical expedition, spearheaded by its director, Chilean physicist Claudio Teitelboim. 





The team made five trips to an unexplored region of the Antarctic, on board P-3 Orion aircraft, specially equipped with state-of-the-art technology supplied by NASA. The objective: to measure the impact of global warming on the glaciers.





Flying over the Pine Island and Twaithes glaciers, the researchers discovered that the masses of ice were much less stable than expected. There is a risk that a great chunk of Antarctica could break loose and fall into the sea, unleashing adverse effects on the climate and potentially raising sea levels by several meters. 


The Man with Cat’s Eyes


He was a thoughtful man, a composer, master of numerous instruments, and singer, who never abandoned his hippie roots. Eduardo Alquinta was the founder and leading voice of the Chilean group Los Jaivas, which will soon celebrate its 40th year. 


Everyone called him “Gato” (Cat) because of the shape of his blue eyes, and everyone adored him. When he died unexpectedly of a heart attack, more than 50,000 people attended his funeral, in a mournful tribute which was also a public celebration.





Together with Los Jaivas, “Gato” Alquinta was an advocate for nature and the original peoples of the Americas. He revived Pablo Neruda’s verses in Alturas de Machu Picchu (Heights of Machu Picchu) and interpreted  the feelings of many in Todos Juntos  (All Together). 





Alquinta’s music was characterized by profound instrumental experimentation, blurring the boundaries between rock and Latin American folk. His restless spirit was captured in more than 15 releases, starting with the 1971 recording El Volantín (The Kite), which preserve the imprint of his voice and his songwriting talent.





After the 1973 military coup, Los Jaivas moved to Argentina and later to France, where they remained for over 20 years. Their music spread throughout Europe, and they were even invited to play in the former Soviet Union.








President Lagos with top officials from Chile’s political parties





Did You Know?


San Francisco, California, has a “Little Chile” (Chilecito) neighborhood. It was established between 1848 and 1850, by the Chileans who came, like so many others, in search of gold. They settled in an area which is delineated today by Montgomery, Pacific, Jackson and Kearney Streets.





A notable interest in studying  education is shown by the young people entering Chilean universities this year. The field even surpasses majors such as medicine and engineering, which historically topped the list of students’ interests.























“Chile:  Stirring Nature” is the new concept to be used in promoting the country´s tourist attractions.  The logo was launched on February 5th at Madrid’s International Tourism Fair. 





 Facts





In 2002, Chile’s unemployment rate was 8.9%, 0.2% below 2001. In the quarter from October to December, it fell to 7.8%.





On February 1, the trade segment of the Association Agreement between Chile and the European Union took force.





Chile’s trade balance came to +2.4442 billion dollars in 2002. 
































The investment bank Merrill Lynch raised Chile’s rating within its Latin American investment portfolio from “neutral” to “buy,” thanks to the country’s monetary policy, which is expected to help reactivate domestic demand.





Internet sales increased by 75% during 2002, reaching a total transaction value of some 2.5 billion dollars.
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Quotes from President Lagos





“I believe that what we have accomplished in these three months has been somewhat overshadowed by cases of irregularities, which have drawn attention away from the tremendous advances on economic, social and legislative issues.” 


January 23, 2003





“Through education, we will improve income levels, we will have a country with a little more justice, more solidarity. Because we all know that people with access to higher education will have better opportunities in life.”  


At a ceremony awarding university scholarships. 


January 23, 2003





“We are in a position to overcome extreme poverty, with a great national agreement all sectors can participate, including the administration, the opposition and the political parties, along with institutions such as the Church, the Armed Forces and the business world, which can come up with innovative ways to provide jobs.” 


On the Chile Solidarity Program. 


January 21, 2003





“The world is going through difficult times, and it falls to Chile, as one of the fifteen members of the Security Council, to take responsibility. I would like to say that we are taking on this responsibility in the conviction that we must expend the maximum of efforts to maintain peace in the world.”


February 5, 2003
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People of Chile


Claudio Arrau, the Maestro 


He was born in Chillán, in central Chile, on the seventh of 


February, a hundred years ago. He was diminutive, with small hands.


It didn’t matter: he took up the piano, and by the age of five, he was 


already being hailed as a child prodigy. Claudio Arrau grew up to become


one of the world’s greatest pianists. 


To commemorate the centennial of his birth, a series of events 


were organized in Chile and around the world, ranging from free concerts


to the reissue of his most famous interpretations of the works of various 


composers. 


In Chile, Chillán was chosen to host an array of commemorative 


activities, including the key National Encounter of Young Talents which 


culminated on February 7 with a concert at Arrau's tomb.  In June, the 


local municipality will inaugurate the Claudio Arrau Interactive Museum in 


the house where the pianist was born. 


Some were surprised by the apparent “slowness” of Arrau’s 


interpretations, but it was precisely here that all of his virtuosity and emotion 


were able to shine through. 


Pianist and conductor Daniel Barenboim stressed that Arrau “was


scrupulously faithful to the score, objective, especially serious.” The German critic Karl Schumann posed the question: “If Claudio Arrau is not the most serious and profound pianistic phenomenon of our time, who is?” Tim Page, music critic for The Washington Post, maintained that “he was the greatest interpreter of Brahms and Beethoven who ever lived.” Despite his "overwhelming and exquisite" technique, says Spaniard Antonio Morel, "his interpretations are characterized by their warmth, not at all aseptic."


Arrau died in Muerzzuschlag (Austria), on June 9, 1991. Six days later, he was interred in Chillán. Beside the mausoleum, a plaque reads: “The maestro has fallen silent; let your soul fall to its knees.”
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“The agreement with Chile is a success story on which we are capitalizing. (…) I believe that this agreement will be innovative and broad, and it will set a precedent.”


Robert Zoellick, 


U.S. Trade Representative. 


Washington, January 29, 2003








“The agreement with Chile promises to break down trade barriers, protect investors and intellectual property, and lift obstacles to a Free Trade Area of the Americas.”


John Murphy, 


Vice President for Western Hemisphere Affairs,


U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 


Washington, January 29, 2003
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