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Overheard 


�





“Adjustments” to the Team


Seven new ministers have been named to President Ricardo Lagos’ cabinet, laying the groundwork for success in the second stage of his term of office. Wasting no time in addressing the challenges ahead, the President informed the new team members about their new responsibilities during their swearing-in ceremony. 





Changes were seen in both the political and social arenas, although Minister of the Interior José Miguel Insulza was reconfirmed in his position. The country’s economic team also remained in place, with Nicolás Eyzaguirre at Finance and Jorge Rodríguez as Minister of Economy.





Taking over as General Presidential Secretariat, attorney and former Congressman Francisco Huenchumilla will be responsible for advancing the administration’s agenda of honest government, transparency and economic growth. The new Minister of the General Government Secretariat, Francisco Vidal, formerly Undersecretary for Regional Development, further reinforces the political team. 





As Minister of Health, physician Pedro García must carry on with the groundbreaking reform effort currently under discussion in Congress. Former Senator Sergio Bitar assumed the Education portfolio, while ex-Congressman Andrés Palma took the helm of the Ministry of Planning and social worker Cecilia Pérez that of the National Women’s Service (Sernam). 





Another significant change was the naming of attorney Luis Bates, former President of the Council for Defense of the State and ex-President of Chile’s chapter of Transparency International, as the new Minister of Justice. Bates faces the task of completing the countrywide implementation of Chile’s criminal trial reform, which has already been applied in eight of the country’s 13 regions. 





In addition, the President appointed four new undersecretaries: Rodrigo Egaña at the Presidential Secretariat, Patricio Santamaría at the Government Secretariat, Carlos Mackenney at the Navy and Ernesto Velasco at the National Sports Institute.





Drop in Unemployment


Chile’s unemployment rate fell to its lowest level in four years during the trimester from November 2002 to January 2003. At 7.6%, representing 458,600 unemployed Chileans, the rate signifies a drop of 3.7% compared to the same quarter of the previous year. 





According to Minister of Labor Ricardo Solari, the drop stems from net job creation in the private sector, amounting to 73,000 new positions in the past year. The figures reflect employment growth in sectors which traditionally generate jobs in a climate of increased economic dynamism, such as construction, commerce and agriculture. 





“For the first time in a long while, agriculture is creating additional jobs. In other words, what we are seeing is not just the usual seasonal phenomenon, but also a situation where the expansion in exports is probably creating new jobs,” added Solari.





Although the country has not yet returned to the exceptional rates of development around 5% seen in the 1990s, the current trend is moving toward that number, in spite of the volatile international economic climate. 





A Successful Business Trip


The signing of Chile’s Free Trade Agreement with South Korea and the establishment of a working agenda with Japan to reach a similar accord were the main fruits reaped by President Ricardo Lagos during his trip to the Far East in February.





In Japan, his first stop, the President agreed with Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi on the establishment of a working agenda, aimed at strengthening the two countries’ economic ties, before the APEC meeting to be held in Chile in 2004.





Another important achievement during the visit was the Japanese government’s re-authorization of the entry of Chilean poultry into that country’s market. Exports had previously been suspended due to an outbreak of avian flu in the first half of 2002. 





During his four-hour visit to South Korea, President Lagos signed the first Free Trade Accord between that nation and another country. From the first day of its entry into force, the agreement will free 80% of Chilean exports to Korea and 66% of Korea’s sales to Chile from all tariffs. These percentages will be further increased after five years. 





In Seoul, while meeting with President Kim Dae Jung and President-elect Roh Moo-Hyun, Lagos called upon North Korea to halt nuclear weapons production and to respect the resolutions issued by the United Nations.





Supporting Traditional Agriculture


Along the banks of the Beagle Canal, in Chile’s southernmost reaches, a group of women from the village of Isla Navarino are cultivating a range of vegetables and other produce. It is a challenging undertaking at this zone’s extreme temperatures: scarcely ten degrees Celsius in summer. The ambitious project has become a reality, however, thanks to the tenacity of its leaders and the support of the Instituto de Desarrollo Agropecuario, Indap (Institute for Agricultural Development).





Many similar stories of effort and perseverance characterize the 40 years of Indap’s work in the service of traditional agriculture. Created in 1962, the Institute has pursued a uniquely important aim: to promote and develop small farming enterprises, recognizing that a successful productive initiative can bring a great advance in living standards for a family, or even an entire community. 





Indap’s work with small farmers has helped reduce poverty and marginalization in Chile’s rural areas. Today, the organization, involved an active modernization and institutional strengthening process, serves a rural world enjoying adequate homes, basic services and rising school attendance and average years of schooling. More than 1.2 million people receive technical and financial support from the Institute’s various programs throughout the country.





Flying the Flag of Culture


They cover a wide range of formats, techniques and media. Whether they are meant to be seen, heard or experienced, the works of numerous Chilean artists have already served as unique ambassadors for the country during the first months of 2003. From the plastic arts to advertising, these works invite people to take a look at Chile through the lens of cultural creation.  





The combined use of different media characterized the contributions of artists Demian Schopf and Francisco Valdés to Madrid’s Twenty-Second International Contemporary Arts Festival, ARCO 2003. Meanwhile, the ingeniousness and creativity of the Chilean advertising agencies McCann-Erickson and BBDO earned prizes at the New York Festivals, and Nómadas del Sur (Nomads of the South), the work of photographer Paz Errázuriz, is on display for a three-month exhibition at the Daros Foundation in Zurich. 





In the world of letters, author Sergio Gómez won the leading prize awarded by Spanish publisher Lengua de Trapo, and in Paris, the French edition of Los Trenes se van al Purgatorio (The Trains Go to Purgatory) by Hernán Rivera Letelier will be launched next week. Chilean drama is strongly represented as well, with two performances at Madrid’s Contemporary Theater Festival along with the premiere of a work by Chilean playwright Benito Escobar.





The Aguila Azteca Prize – the Mexican government’s most important distinction awarded to foreigners –  was presented to filmmaker Miguel Littin, while Orlando Lübbert’s film Taxi para Tres (Taxi for Three) earned enthusiastic reviews in the French press. The film, the winner of the 2002 Concha de Oro, will be one of the 20 films screened at the Twenty-Eighth Mexican and Ibero-American Film Festival from March 21 to 27 in Guadalajara, which features the Chilean cinema this year. 





President Ricardo Lagos with Minister of Defense Michelle Bachelet and Commander in Chief of the Army General Juan Emilio Cheyre, at the reinauguration of Chile’s Bernardo O’Higgins Antarctic base. 








Did You Know?





After languishing for 191 years in the obscurity of archives and libraries, Chile’s first periodical, La Aurora de Chile (founded in 1812), has been revived in an attractive electronic format. At � HYPERLINK "http://www.auroradechile.cl" ��www.auroradechile.cl�, readers can review the newspaper’s 58 published editions, which feature the spelling and vocabulary typical of the era, even preserving the original typographical errors.





To help inhabitants of the country’s most inaccessible areas – from the high Andean plains to the frigid southern territories – identify their rights and gain access to State benefits and social programs, the government has created a touring “InfoBus.” In 2002 alone, the bus covered 32,000 kilometers in 68 townships, providing information to some 70,000 people.








 Facts





Santiago was ranked as Latin America’s safest capital in terms of citizen security and personal safety in the global quality of life survey prepared by The Mercer Human Resource.





Chile and Uruguay have reached agreement on a bilateral “open skies” policy, which will liberalize and broaden airline routes with stops in both countries. When the accord enters into force, the Uruguayan airline Pluna will be able to offer flights within Chile.  
































The United States has replaced Japan as the leading importer of Chilean salmon, accounting for 43% of shipments, valued at 413.6 million dollars. Exports to that country are characterized by their higher added value, favoring more sophisticated products such as boneless filets. 





Minister of Finance Nicolás Eyzaquirre was named “Man of the Year” by the American periodical Latin Finance. The award honors the country’s successful economic management amid the serious crisis affecting the region.
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Quotes from President Lagos





“What is most important at this moment is advancing toward peace. We are not losing our way in what we are doing, because we are working to keep the international situation under control and to reach agreement on intentions and criteria (…) While the possibility of peace remains open, that is where my attention will be.” 


On Iraq situation. March 5, 2003





“Chile does not want war. What we do want is for Iraq to eliminate its weapons of mass destruction within a brief and clearly-established timeframe. This is what the United Nations demands, this is what the world demands, but most importantly, this is what is demanded by the resolutions adopted by the free peoples of the United Nations, and these resolutions cannot remain only on paper.”


March 3, 2003





“It is more than a change; what we have undertaken is an adjustment for the period ahead. We are not self-satisfied about what we have achieved. We are never satisfied; at the end of the day, there is always the feeling that more could have been done.”


On the changes in his cabinet. 


March 3, 2003





“The only war Chile wants to wage is the war to create a country that is a little more equal, a country where we will have better health, better education, better housing and better infrastructure. This is what we are doing; these are the country’s challenges.” 


February 28, 2003














People of Chile


Youth





Chilean society has changed significantly during the past decade. Political and 


economic advances and the spread of technology have left their mark on all areas of 


society, but Chile’s young people have been especially called upon to accept and live 


with the new benefits and challenges. For them, this has meant a new way of looking at


life. Cheerful, enthusiastic and hard-working, Chilean youth –  like young people 


everywhere – want to change the world.


	According to official statistics, Chilean youth represent 25.6% of the national population: a little over a third are students, while the rest are already working or seeking to enter the labor force. Some 9.4% already serve as heads of household.


One notable characteristic of Chilean youth is their entrepreneurial spirit, which helped them lower their poverty rate from 37.8% to 20.6% between 1990 and 1998 alone, a greater reduction than that experienced by the rest of the population. 


They also exhibit a strong social commitment, as demonstrated, for example, in their enthusiasm for the Servicio País program of the National Anti-Poverty Foundation, which sends young professionals into rural townships to help raise the inhabitants’ quality of life. Participation in the program has increased by 352% since 1995. Other young people build homes for the needy in their free time, or travel to the country’s south for summer jobs during their vacations.


This is not to say that no problems exist; drugs and violence have gained ground among Chilean youth as well. However, new institutions and projects arise every day to assist struggling young people and help them move forward with their lives.








“With the agreement, we will probably overtake Japan as the leader in Chile’s automobile market.” 


Choi Sung-hong, former South Korean 


Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 


Seoul, February 15, 2003





“I am convinced that the broadening of existing relations between Chile and Japan, backed by the mutual confidence cultivated for more than 100 years, will take on greater importance as a bridge uniting Latin America and Southeast Asia.”


Nobuo Yamagushi, President of the 


Japanese Chamber of Commerce. 


February 14, 2003








Agenda


March 17-21: Sixth round of negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement between Chile and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA). Geneva, Switzerland 


March 19-22: Official visit of the Royal Family of the Netherlands. Santiago


March 20-27: ChilePoesía poetry festival. Throughout the country


March 24-27: Twelfth Meeting of the Tokyo MOU (Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control in the Asia-Pacific Region) Committee. Valparaíso


March 27-28: First Meeting of the Chile-EU Association Council. Athens, Greece.
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“With respect to your earlier comment about Chile in the 1970s and what happened with Mr. Allende, it is not a part of American history that we’re proud of.”


U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, 


on Black Entertainment Television. 


Washington, D.C., February 20, 2003





“This year will mark a decisive point in relations between the two countries, and the establishment of a bridge of exchange and cooperation between Asia and Latin America.”


Kim Dae-jung, former President of South Korea. 


Seoul, February 15, 2003
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