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Working for Peace


As a non-permanent member of the Security Council, Chile made every effort to preserve peace, prevent the war in Iraq and ensure respect for the decisions of the United Nations. In addition to participating actively in the debate, Chile presented an alternative proposal which demanded the fulfillment of five conditions by Saddam Hussein’s regime, while providing a little more time than the original resolution. 





Currently, Chile is focusing its efforts on helping the children of Iraq and contributing to that country’s reconstruction through the United Nations. 





Toward that end, it has launched a fundraising campaign in cooperation with Unicef, for the benefit of the war’s youngest victims. The aim of the initiative, scheduled to continue through April 30, is to raise money to purchase food, medicine, blankets, and building materials. 





“We will continue to work for peace,” confirmed President Ricardo Lagos.





A Snapshot of Chile


During the past ten years, Chileans have experienced a significant increase in their quality of life. The results of the 17th National Population Census and 6th National Housing Survey are conclusive: the benefits of the past decade’s economic growth have spread among the population at a rate unprecedented in the country’s history. At the same time, far-reaching social and cultural transformations have changed the face of Chilean society.





Of the more than 15 million people making up the country’s total population, 25.7% are under age 15 and 50.7% are female. The country’s average of 8.5 completed years of schooling and its 95.79% literacy rate reflect some of the many advances in the social sphere. 





The Chilean family has also undergone changes. While approximately five million Chileans are married, the number of those living together or in a stable partnership has reached the million mark. Another example of the country’s changing family structure is the rising number of female heads of household. In religious matters, 70% of respondents identified themselves as Catholic and 15.4% as Evangelical Christians, while 8.3% reported being agnostics or atheists.





The broad distribution of the country’s progress was reflected in its social indicators. Of the country’s total number of households (23.6 for each 100 inhabitants), over 96% have electrical connections and 91% enjoy running water, both supplied by public networks. The increase in high-tech equipment in Chilean homes is another revealing piece of data: two out of every ten households have a computer, and 10.2% are connected to the Internet. 





FTA with EFTA


After six rounds of negotiations, starting in December 2000, Chile and the four countries making up the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) – Switzerland, Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein – announced the signing of a Free Trade Agreement on March 23 in Geneva. 





The accord calls for the elimination of tariffs on more than 90% of Chile’s products exported to this area, from the first day of its entry into force. The agreement also includes market-opening provisions for services and investment, with guarantees for investors on both sides; the elimination of anti-dumping measures in reciprocal trade; a government procurement agreement; and trade regulations in areas such as rules of origin, customs procedures, health and phytosanitary measures, technical standards, competition, intellectual property and trade protection.  





This is Chile’s fourth FTA in 11 months, after the successful conclusion of negotiations with the European Union (May), South Korea (October) and the United States (December).





The Economy: In the Black 


Chile’s economy presented a positive balance during 2002. Although growth reached 2.1%, almost a point less than in 2001 (2.8%), it was one of the highest rates in the region. 





GDP growth					2.1%


Inflation						2.8%


Unemployment 					8.9%


Exports*						18.340


Imports*						15.826


Average import tariff 				3.9%


Net balance of trade*				2.514


International reserves*		           	          16.4458


Foreign investment*				3.768


*in billions of dollars





Poets for Peace


During the last week of March, calls for peace were made in verse. The participants in the poetry festival, ChilePoesía 2003, rejected the war in a protest which substituted poems for placards and chanted slogans. Throngs of people gathered in Constitution Plaza, in front of La Moneda Palace, to listen to Latin American poets calling for an end to the war in Iraq.





The second ChilePoesía event – since the first in 2001– assembled 18 foreign and 26 Chilean poets for a tour of seven cities around the country. Hundreds of people attended readings and lectures, where poets and listeners exchanged verses and opinions. This time, the itinerary also included eight prisons. “We wanted to dignify poetry and those who listen to it. We are interested in helping people feel like the masters of their destinies and also their dreams,” stated the event’s organizer, Chilean poet José María Memet. 





Among many others, the participants included Chileans Mauricio Redolés, Carmen Berenguer and Elicura Chihuailaf, as well as Verónica Viola Fisher (Argentina); Blanca Wietüchter and Pedro Shimose (Bolivia); Juan Manuel Roca (Colombia); Ramón Fernández Larrea (Cuba); Antonio Deltoro (Mexico); Montserrat Alvarez (Peru); Luisa Castro (Spain); Marosa di Giorgio (Uruguay) and Eugenio Montejo (Venezuela).�


A Route through Virgin Territory


The last stretch of the continent-traversing Pan-American Highway begins in Chile’s south, where the land breaks up into an irregular and challenging geography. This segment of road, known as the Carretera Austral (Southern Highway), was sculpted from the rock and carved through deep forests, winding among rivers and lakes. Paved with gravel, it becomes narrower and more rugged as it opens the way to a landscape of extraordinary beauty.





From Puerto Montt to Villa O’Higgins, the route covers 570 kilometers, passing glaciers, lakes, snow-capped mountains and torrential rivers – including Chile’s most voluminous, the Baker. The sights along the way include aboriginal rock paintings and unique villages such as Tortel, which practically “hangs” among cypress footbridges (Chile News N°3).





The construction of the Carretera Austral, which took nearly 20 years, transformed the lives of the region’s inhabitants. The main route’s completion in 1996 finally provided them with access to the rest of the country by land. 





In spite of the rain and wind, which can sometimes turn dangerous, the route is in excellent condition. With adequate preparation, the trip is an unforgettable adventure – at least according to the travelers from all over the world who arrive each year to make the journey.


 





President Ricardo Lagos, with Queen Beatrice of the Netherlands and Luisa Durán de Lagos.








Did You Know?





The Mapuche herbal pharmacy Makelawén recently opened its doors in the southern city of Temuco. The first of its kind in Chile, it offers a wide variety of herbs, capsules and liquid remedies prepared from medicinal plants known to the Mapuche people. 





Since April, some 230,000 hearing-disabled Chileans have easily been able to follow the news on the country’s National Television channel. An interpreter simultaneously translates the latest national and world events into sign language.





The Chilean motion pictures Los Tripulantes (The Crew) and Ogú y Mampato en Rapa Nui (Ogú and Mampato in Rapa Nui) were honored, respectively, as the Best Ibero-American Short Film and Best Children’s Film at the 18th Film Festival in Guadalajara, Mexico. Chile was the guest of honor at this year’s event.








 Facts





Chile and Australia have signed a Social Security Agreement, giving their citizens who have worked in the other country the right to retire in either one.





The Finance Ministries of Chile and Spain have successfully concluded negotiations for an agreement to avoid double taxation and prevent tax evasion for income and estate taxes. 
































Chile maintained its second-place standing within Latin America in the area of information technology, according to the World Economic Forum’s latest report. It was ranked 35th out of 82 countries.





In a survey of more than 70,000 businesspeople conducted by the periodical Latin Trade, Santiago International Airport was identified as the region’s best, thanks to its level of quality and services. 
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Quotes from President Lagos





“We are facing very complex and difficult international events, but I would like to remind you that Chile’s position was approved unanimously by the Senate. When we said that we would seek peace, and make efforts to achieve it up to the last minute, we were expressing the best of the soul of Chile, the soul of every one of you, which said: ‘we want to avoid war, because we know what it means.’”


March 27, 2003





“I am familiar with the unemployment levels, and we are not satisfied, but I would like to restate here the commitment I have made throughout these years: to use all of the resources necessary to alleviate the unemployment situation in Chile.”


March 27, 2003





“All of these changes revealed to us by the Census are like a river flowing ever more rapidly, leaving behind backwardness and injustice. Looking beyond day-to-day events and the public debate which sometimes focuses on small things, the changes during these ten years in Chile are surprising, undeniable, and in many areas, unprecedented. Never in the history of Chile have we seen changes of this scope in ten years.”


On the Census, March 25, 2003


 











People of Chile


Senior Citizens





Chileans over 60 years old were born before television, 


credit cards, birth control pills and fast food. They have seen 


the world change more than once during their lifetimes, and 


they have had to adapt to it. Today they confront a new challenge: living longer.


Chile is aging. Today, its citizens’ lifespans are very close to those in the developed world, an achievement made possible by advances in health care as well as economic growth’s contributions to raising the quality of life. Yet this positive trend also brings new challenges for government and society: providing an improved health care system, more part-time jobs in which older adults can contribute their experience, and more opportunities for retired people to make full use of their free time. 


The National Senior Citizens’ Service is responsible for integrating older Chileans into mainstream society and advocating for their rights. 


According to the last Census (April 2002), 1,717,478 Chileans, or 11.4% of the population, are older than 60, including 1,141 over 100 years old: 669 women and 472 men. In the previous Census, they accounted for just 9.8%.














“Leaving the war aside, having a treaty with Chile is key for the United States. Not so much from a market point of view, but in terms of its strategy of advancement toward other trade goals, such as the FTAA and the promotion of economic openness in the region. There are very concrete reasons for the importance of a treaty.”


Ana Eiras, analyst at the Heritage Foundation’s 


Center for International Trade.  


March 14, 2003








Agenda


April 6-12: 108th Conference of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. Santiago


April 10-12: Visit of Thailand’s Minister of Trade, Adisai Bodharamik.


April 21-23: Visit of Hungary’s Deputy State Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Gabor Szentivanyi.
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“Last Monday, we were getting somewhere with it. We very nearly had majority agreement and I thank the Chilean President particularly for the constructive way he approached the issue”. 


Tony Blair, Prime Minister of Great Britain. 


On the Security Council resolution on Iraq.�March 21, 2003





“Four or five things that happen cannot destroy a country’s image. Chile is very stable on the political and business levels.” “We believe in Chile and we want to keep growing; it is a distinctive country which has done things right.” 


Francisco González, president of the 


Spanish financial group BBVA. 


March 19, 2003
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