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A Tour of Two Regions


An eight-day tour took President Ricardo Lagos to two continents, with visits to Ireland, Great Britain – where he also participated in the Progressive Governance Summit – and Canada. The President conferred with heads of state and government, ministers, politicians, businesspeople and government authorities.





President Lagos arrived in Dublin with the goal of strengthening bilateral relations: Ireland is one of the three European countries already to have ratified the EU’s Association Agreement with Chile. He met with Irish President Mary McAleese and Prime Minister Bertie Ahern, as well as with the Chairmen of Ireland’s Senate and House of Representatives, Rory Kiely and Rory O’Hanlon.





He also participated in an economic seminar aimed at informing major Irish investors about economic and financial opportunities in Chile, in order to encourage new business ventures. 





During his visit to England – the leading destination for Chilean exports within Europe – President Lagos met with Prime Minister Tony Blair, and both witnessed the signing of an agreement to avoid double taxation and combat the evasion of income and asset taxes. 





The last stop on the President’s tour was Canada, where he concurred with Prime Minister Jean Chrétien in expressing strong criticism of the subsidies paid to agricultural and livestock operations by some countries, especially in Europe. 





The two leaders also agreed to implement joint cooperation programs to benefit the countries of the Caribbean Community (Caricom). President Lagos had earlier conferred with Caricom leaders, when he was invited to participate in the group’s Jamaica Summit at the beginning of the month. 





Progressive Leaders’ Summit


In London, President Lagos participated in the third Conference on Progressive Governance, which gathered together the leaders of Germany, England, Sweden, Poland, Romania, Hungary, the Czech Republic, South Africa, Ethiopia, New Zealand, Canada, Brazil and Argentina, along with more than 500 thinkers and politicians of the center-left from around the world.  





One of the encounter’s most notable occasions was a roundtable discussion involving the Chilean President as well as Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chrétien; former U.S. President Bill Clinton; the British Minister of Foreign Relations, Jack Straw; European Union Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy; and the moderator, Peter Mandelson.





Before an audience of nearly a thousand, President Lagos delivered a presentation entitled “Reconsidering Bretton Woods after Fifty Years,” which was interrupted numerous times by applause. In it, he proposed a new approach to foreign policy based on the present situations in Chile and Latin America: “The Latin American countries need trade, not development aid, because trade is much more important than development assistance.”





Lagos also referred to current Security Council discussions on the pacification of Iraq, stating: “It is easier to win a war than to win the peace.” The President also underscored the need for a United Nations debate that takes into account “the new realities of the world,” which is still governed by norms established after World War II, more than 50 years ago.





Taking advantage of their presence at the Summit, President Lagos also met with the Presidents of Brazil and Argentina. The three leaders agreed to give increased impetus to Mercosur by strengthening cooperative efforts, maintaining coordination in international forums and holding special meetings to discuss specific infrastructural integration projects.





Valparaíso: A Contribution to the World


In Paris, Unesco recently announced the designation of the port of Valparaíso’s historical center as a World Heritage Site. As President Lagos stated while congratulating the city’s inhabitants on the news, “Valparaíso is no longer just for the people who live there; it is a contribution to the whole world.”





The announcement marks the culmination of a diplomatic and technical process initiated in January 2002, when the Chilean government presented Valparaíso’s candidacy to Unesco. The technical report which secured the designation – commissioned by Unesco and carried out by the non-governmental organization Icomos – noted that “Valparaíso offers exceptional testimony of the early phase of globalization in the 19th century, when the city became the leading commercial port for the shipping routes along South America’s Pacific coast.”





The areas of Valparaíso designated as part of the world’s heritage include the Alegre and Concepción Hills, the Matriz Church, the Prat Wharf and the Echaurren, Sotomayor and Justicia Plazas, as well as the Turri Square and its surroundings.





President Lagos emphasized that the preservation of the city’s heritage and the establishment of the new cultural institutions “must mark the beginning of our efforts to do justice to this designation of Valparaíso, which, of course, will enjoy the support of the central government, as we have shown during this process.” 





Valparaíso is the third Chilean site to be added to Unesco’s World Heritage List, after Rapa Nui National Park on Easter Island (1995), and 16 Churches of Chiloé (2000-2001). 





“A Roof for My Country”


Chile has begun to export its solidarity with the poor. After establishing itself as an effective social assistance program, the organization “A Roof for Chile” (Un Techo para Chile) has launched an international version: “A Roof for My Country” (Un Techo para mi País), which now constructs emergency housing in other Latin American countries.





The program was established in 1998 through the determined efforts of a group of university students. Today, it includes more than 23,000 volunteers working in 16 cities throughout the country. They have constructed 15,464 mediaguas – temporary homes with wooden walls and floors – for Chileans living in extreme poverty in rural encampments or illegal squatters’ settlements (tomas). In addition to constructing homes, the volunteers offer vocational training, educational improvement programs and instruction in community organization. 





To date, “A Roof for My Country” has constructed more than 900 homes in seven countries: Argentina, Ecuador, Colombia, Peru, El Salvador, Brazil and Mexico. The program is supported by the Chilean Ministry of Foreign Relations – which provides financing as well as networks of contacts with foreign ambassadors and business leaders – and by Lan Chile, which offers free publicity in its aircraft.





Snow à la Carte


The skiing season has already begun in Chile, with new slopes and renovated resorts rounding out the variety of the country’s wintertime offerings. With nearly 4,000 kilometers of mountain chains and the region’s highest peaks, Chile offers snow lovers a wide range of landscapes to enjoy: vast snow-covered plains – up to 13 kilometers at the Termas de Chillán – ski trails amid native forests (at Antillanca) or stands of ancient araucaria trees (at the Lonquimay Volcano), and slopes with a view of the sea (at Mirador Hill).





And that is not all: the country’s 15 ski centers, from the Fifth to the Twelfth Region, are well-equipped for all types of winter sports, offering visitors easy access, first-class infrastructure, proximity to urban centers and above all, lots of fun. 





The most famous centers include Portillo, Chile’s oldest ski resort, only 164 kilometers from Santiago; Valle Nevado, the country’s largest with its 32 runs, as well as the best-known internationally; and the Termas de Chillán, which offers the benefits of its thermal waters along with the attraction of winter sports.  





One of the season’s most notable sporting events will be the Snowboarding World Cup, held from September 8 to 16 at Valle Nevado, bringing together over 250 athletes from 29 countries. 








Did You Know?





The British Museum contains one of the two Easter Islands statues, or moais, outside of Chile. It was removed from its ahu (sacred site) at Orongo in 1868 by the crew of the warship Topaz, as a gift for Queen Victoria. The other one is in the Louvre Museum.





Chilean ballet dancer César Morales was awarded a gold medal at the New York International Ballet Competition. In August of last year, he took first prize at the Dance Competition in Prague, Czech Republic.





More than 500 ships, dating from the 16th through the 20th centuries, lie submerged in Valparaíso Bay. A team of Chilean and French researchers, working on a project entitled “Valparaíso Underwater” (Valparaíso sumergido), has already identified more than 60 of them.








President Lagos and the Mayor of Dublin, Royston Brady, in front of the statue of Bernardo O'Higgins, the Chilean liberator of Irish origin.














Facts





Chile has moved up two places in the listing of the world’s most attractive investment destinations prepared by The Economist Intelligence Unit. The country was ranked 18th out of 60 nations.






































The Copper Club of New York has selected Chilean businessman Andrónico Luksic as “Copper Man of the Year 2003.” The award recognizes leaders who have made outstanding contributions to the development and strengthening of the copper industry.





On July 7 in Madrid, Chile and Spain signed an agreement to avoid double taxation. It will enter into force as soon as both countries confirm that they have carried out the necessary internal procedures.





From July 9 to 12, Vinitech Latin America – the region’s leading technological fair for the wine industry – was held in Santiago, attracting more than 120 exhibitors from ten countries.























Quotes from President Lagos





“We have increased our exports by 7.5%, and we have increased non-copper exports to Europe by 16% (…). Chile is taking an unprecedented step forward.”


July 23, 2003





“We are in a good league, among people who are in a position to resolve certain issues (…). There are certain rules which, if we change them, will permit Chile to compete better, to integrate itself better into the world, and I believe that we have good partners here in our efforts to change these rules.”


On the Progressive Governance Summit. Pennyhill Park, England, July 14, 2003





“What the countries of Latin America want is trade, not aid – but we want trade with fair and equal rules for all, because it is not fair that some European cows receive subsidies of two dollars per day.” 


During his visit to Canada.


Montreal, July 16, 2003





“Chileans know that the country is making solid advances with its policies in favor of those who have less: the middle class and the poor. These are the people who elected me, and the people on whose behalf I work all day.” 


On the increase in taxes. 


July 3.

















People of Chile


Roberto Bolaño, Author (1953-2003)





He died at the height of his creative career. He was only 50 years old when the liver 


disease which had afflicted him took a turn for the worse, closing his eyes and 


silencing his voice forever on July 15, while he waited for a life-saving transplant.


Only two weeks earlier, his literary colleagues had praised him as an “older brother and necessary point of reference” at a gathering in Seville focused on the new Hispano-American narrative.


Bolaño entered literature by way of poetry and journalism, but he earned his greatest recognition for his fictional prose. Among other honors, he was awarded the 1977 Santiago Municipal Prize for Llamadas telefónicas; the city of San Sebastián’s 1977 International Literary Prize for Sensini; the 1998 Herralde Prize for the Novel; and the Eleventh International Rómulo Gallegos Prize, in 1999, for Los detectives salvajes.


Born in Santiago in 1953, he moved to Mexico in 1968. He returned to Chile in 1972, but the military coup and an eight-day detention forced him to flee the country a year later. In 1977, he settled in Spain, where he remained until his death.


 	Critics considered him the most important Chilean writer of recent decades, as well as one of the great figures of contemporary Hispano-American literature. 


Numerous international newspapers noted his passing with sorrow. El País called him “a great renovator of literature in Spanish,” while La Razón characterized him as the “creator of a devilish prose that spoke of none-too-comfortable topics.” In France, Libération described him as a “great melancholic and mortally funny author,” and Le Monde called his work “brilliant, funny and totally unclassifiable.” For Il Manifesto, he was one of “the most original and innovative talents of contemporary Latin-American literature”; and Il Gazzettino called him “a Borges of our time” as well as “one of the most complete writers of his generation.” 


The author left behind an incomplete collection of stories as well as an unfinished novel, 2666, a project which had expanded to more than 1,000 pages, of which 800 were already corrected. His published works include La pista de hielo, Los perros románticos, La literatura nazi en América, Estrella distante, Nocturno de Chile, Amuleto, Monsieur Pain, Amberes and Una novelita lumpen.
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“Chile and Ireland share the same economic and social philosophy.”


Bertie Ahern, Prime Minister of Ireland. 


Dublin, July 11, 2003





“The first bilateral trade figures between the EU and Chile reflect an increase of 14% over the same period of the previous year.”


Pascal Lamy, EU Trade Commissioner. 


Madrid, July 8, 2003





“Chile offers a solid regional platform for Heineken.” 


Marc Bolland, Executive Director of Heineken. 


Santiago, July 9, 2003





“Chile has a growing economy with solid foundations and high international indicators, and for these reasons, it is a very good partner.” 


Susan Cronin, Director for Brazil and the 


Southern Cone, U.S. Department of Commerce.


Washington, June 19, 2003
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Agenda 





July 28-29: Official visit of the President of El Salvador, Francisco Flores. Santiago


August 21-22: Visit of Poland’s Minister of Foreign Relations, Wlodzimierz Cimoszewics. Santiago
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