[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]


No.47 – September 2, 2003

[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.png]CHILE NEWS










Overheard 
 

�





“There Is No Tomorrow Without a Yesterday”


On August 12, 2003, President Ricardo Lagos took a further step “in the delicate process of healing the wounds caused by the violations of human rights” during the military regime. In a message to the country as a whole, he presented the government’s Human Rights Proposal.





The initiative is an additional measure, he explained, “through which the State is responding, at least in part, to the pain of its principal victims.” 





The Proposal focuses on three basic objectives: a more effective search for the truth along with flexibility in obtaining justice; increased social reparations for the victims; and enhancement of Chile’s institutional structure for the protection, promotion and respect of human rights. 





The measure calls for a 50% increase in pensions for victims’ family members, as an indemnity for those who were tortured, which represents “the pardon Chile asks of them for what was done to their bodies in the past.”





It also includes a series of legal reforms to promote “effective cooperation,” allowing the courts to gather information directly and to reduce sentences or grant immunities where appropriate. It also reaffirms the government’s promise that it will not accept any proposal setting a definitive endpoint for the trials.





In addition, it promotes the ratification of treaties aimed at expanding “the enforceability of humanitarian law”; it calls for approval of the Constitutional Reform necessary to ratify the International Criminal Court Statute; and the Inter-American Convention on the Forced Disappearance of Persons will be ratified as well.





The President expressed his confidence that these proposals will help bring about “a Chile with a tomorrow shared by our sons and daughters. A tomorrow constructed not on the fragile and illusory basis of forgetfulness, but the solid foundation of our historical memory. Because, my countrymen and -women, there is no tomorrow without a yesterday.” 


New Civil Marriage Law


When they exchange wedding vows, Chileans make use of a marriage law established 120 years ago. And to end a marriage, they are forced to resort to legal trickery, since divorce does not exist in the country. However, on August 13, after intensive debate, the Senate agreed for the first time in the country’s history to initiate discussion of a new Civil Marriage Law which includes provisions for divorce.





The bill under consideration seeks to strengthen the family by replacing the fraudulent system of matrimonial “annulments,” while establishing clear protection mechanisms for children and safeguarding individuals’ rights to rebuild their lives after a failed marriage.





The proposed legal framework recognizes the importance of marriage and the family as the central axis of society, reaffirms the primacy of children’s interests, promotes improved preparation for marriage, includes conciliation and mediation measures, and provides sufficient flexibility to cover the wide range of potential conflicts arising from married life.





Labor Justice Reforms


In recent years, the Lagos administration has supported the creation of an unemployment insurance system, which is already in place. Through a law approved by Congress, it has also handed down a series of regulations strengthening the country’s guarantees in areas such as union freedom and collective bargaining, while severely penalizing anti-union practices.  





The same legislation increased the percentage of penalties imposed for unjustified, undue and inappropriate layoffs of workers, as determined by the courts.





In the first week of August, President Lagos sent three additional bills to Congress, aimed at transforming the justice system with regard to workers’ rights and insurance. The proposals’ objectives include protecting workers’ rights more effectively through speedier and more efficient legal decisions; creating special judgeships to focus on workers’ social security coverage; and increasing the number of specialized Labor Judges in the country from 20 to 44.





“We are starting out on a path toward a labor justice system that is more expeditious, more convenient and more accessible for any worker who must defend his or her rights,” stated the President.


FTA on the Verge


The Free Trade Agreement signed by Chile and the United States on June 6 of this year is quickly passing through the stages leading to its entry into force. On July 31, the U.S. Senate voted in its favor by a wide majority – 66 to 31 – just a week after its approval by the House of Representatives. With this achievement, only one step remained in that country: the signing of the accord by President George W. Bush, a ceremony scheduled for Wednesday, September 3.





In Chile, the Chamber of Deputies has formed a special commission of 25 legislators to study the agreement’s text. According to the work schedule, this debate should be concluded in late September, so that the Senate can do its part in October. Thus, the agreement will be ready for official promulgation and entry into force on January 1, 2004.





ALMA: “Listening” to the Universe 


On the high Andean plains of Chajnantor, 5,000 meters above sea level, the Atacama desert appears to blend into the sky. Within this impressive landscape in northern Chile, the world’s most significant radioastronomy project of this century will be constructed: the Atacama Large Millimeter Array, or ALMA. 





On July 25, President Lagos officially presented the concession of 17,900 hectares of government land, ceded by the Chilean State for the project’s construction. In return, Chile will enjoy exclusive use of 10% of the project’s research hours, a privilege valued at some five million dollars per year.





Involving an estimated investment of 555 million dollars, the project will erect 64 antennas, each 12 meters in diameter. Together, these antennas will simulate a radiotelescope with a diameter of 14 kilometers, offering a resolution 100 times greater than any existing instrument. 





The 64 antennas will “listen to” the distant past of the universe as no other telescope has done before. Mobile and transportable, they will also be capable of changing their angles. 





The first antenna will be operational in 2006, and the entire array is hoped to be pointing toward space by 2011. The project is a joint initiative of the European Southern Observatory (ESO) and Associated Universities, Inc. (AUI).





Did You Know?





On August 25, Chile completed the destruction of the remaining anti-personnel mines stored by its Armed Forces. Among those responsible for activating the detonators was Mario Cossio, president of the Defense Commission of Bolivia's Chamber of Deputies.





The nutrition program of Chile’s Junta de Auxilio Escolar y Becas (Educational Scholarship and Supply Service) was identified by the United Nations as one of the five best in the world. It has now been chosen for implementation in Iraq.





The first World Cueca Championship, honoring the traditional Chilean dance, was held on August 29 in Canada. Participants included Chileans residing in Australia, Austria, France, Germany, Spain and the United States.





Two Chileans lost their lives in the recent fires afflicting Portugal. Manuel Montoya and Isaías Huenuán, experts in fighting forest fires, were contracted as specialists, as were an additional 14 firefighters who provided services in Portugal and 22 who were active in Spain. 





President Lagos in East Timor, with former UN representative Sergio Vieria de Mello. November 14, 2000











Facts





On August 27, Chile's country risk fell to a historic low: 104 base points, according to the index prepared by JP Morgan.





Chile exhibits the highest level of democratic development in Latin America, according to an index prepared by Germany’s Konrad Adenauer Foundation and Polilat.com, a Web portal for Latin American politics.





The IMF has increased its 2003 prediction for growth in Chile’s GNP to 3.3%. 





Exports of fish products hit record levels during the first half of 2003: 1.109 billion dollars, an increase of 17.5% over the same period in 2002. 



































San Pedro de Atacama





Chile was identified as the best “long-distance tourist destination” by more than 24,000 British respondents surveyed by the newspapers The Observer and The Guardian and the online Guardian Unlimited. The runners-up were Morocco and Tanzania.





Quotes from President Lagos





“We must make more rapid progress in healing our wounds, continuing along the paths we have followed with prudence and perseverance: those of the courts of justice and the rule of law, without exception.”





“It is my deepest conviction that the objectives of truth and justice are morally unrenounceable. Without a doubt, the steps taken by the Army and by the Armed Forces as a whole – which are recognized today by the entire country – have strongly contributed to the climate which permits us to stand united in setting new goals for ourselves as a country.”





“It is necessary for those of us who experienced this division and who have responsibilities in the various areas of national life never to stop thinking about and recognizing, with humility and realism, the individual and collective errors that brought us to a terrible moment in our nation’s history.” 





“Attempting to understand and consider the context and causes of the civil division of that time does not, in any way, mean justifying what happened afterward.” 


Upon presenting his Human Rights Proposal.


Santiago, August 12, 2003





“We are learning that it is sometimes more difficult to win the peace than to win a war. It will be a tremendous challenge for the United Nations, together with the participating nations and the forces of the countries present in Iraq, in particular the United States and England, to stand together in agreement upon the means for eradicating terrorism.”


In reaction to the death of Brazilian diplomat 


Sergio Vieira de Mello, in the attack on United Nations headquarters in Baghdad.


August 19, 2003











People of Chile


The Firefighters





On December 8, 1863, while Mass was being held, the church of the Society 


of Jesus in downtown Santiago was destroyed by a raging fire. More than 


2,000 people, mostly women, perished. This tragedy provided the impetus for 


the establishment of the Firefighters’ Corps.





Chilean firefighters are volunteers, working without pay. This does not mean


that they are amateurs, however: they undergo rigorous training and are 


subject to strict, rigidly hierarchical discipline. Because they do not receive 


salaries or wages, they prefer to consider themselves professional volunteers. 





The roll is called on each occasion of service, and those who fail to achieve a participation rate above 75% during the year are dismissed. In addition, firefighters must pay dues to help support their companies, as well as contributing to the acquisition of their uniforms and equipment.





In developed countries, official regulations call for at least three firefighters for every pump truck in an emergency. In Chile, a larger team is available, since the volunteers are always on call by radio and travel directly to the fire. 





There are 295 Firefighters’ Corps across Chile, made up of approximately 1,000 companies with a total of some 38,000 firefighters.
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“I appreciate that Congress has passed the free trade agreements with Singapore and Chile, which means expanded markets for the producers, farmers and ranchers of the United States.”


President George W. Bush.


 Washington, August 1, 2003





“We would like to further strengthen Chile’s integration with Mercosur. Chile has an important role to play in our plans for an integrated South America.” 


President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva.


 Brazil, August 19, 2003





 


“Chile's sound policy framework and strong fundamentals have shielded the country from the regional financial crisis and permitted continued, though moderate, growth.”


From the IMF’s 2003 report on Chile.
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Agenda 





September 5-6: Artistic and musical event, "The Dream Exists," organized by the Allende Foundation in tribute to former President Salvador Allende. National Stadium, Santiago


September 10: Unveiling ceremony for a plaque and portrait of ex-President Salvador Allende. La Moneda Palace


September 11: Official re-opening by President Lagos of the side entrance to La Moneda Palace, at 80 Morandé Street. Ceremony commemorating the 30-year anniversary of September 11, 1973. La Moneda Palace
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