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From the film SubTerra.



�





Thirty Years Later


On September 10 and 11, the 30-year anniversary of the military coup in Chile was commemorated with several ceremonies at La Moneda Palace. Remembrance was also made of ex-President Salvador Allende, who died at the palace of government during the coup. A plaque and portrait honoring the former President were unveiled on September 10. Events on the following day included a minute of silence to remember those who died on the day of the coup, a performance of the Human Rights Cantata and an ecumenical service.





Explaining the ceremony’s significance, President Ricardo Lagos remarked: “It is a day of remembrance, a day to take charge, with maturity, of that moment in our history which has caused us so much pain.” 





One of the most symbolic initiatives was the reopening of a side door at Morandé Street 80, closed since the military regime’s reconstruction of the palace, which was severely damaged by Air Force bombing on September 11, 1973. This was the door used by Chile’s Presidents to enter and leave La Moneda as ordinary citizens, without requiring the guard to render honors. 





In the same spirit of recovering the country’s memories, Santiago’s National Stadium was declared a Historical Monument. The site of many noteworthy cultural and sporting events, the stadium was also used as a detention and torture center for 40,000 prisoners during the first months of the dictatorship. 





At the same time, the Chile Stadium was changed to Víctor Jara Stadium, honoring the singer and songwriter who died in detention there on September 16, 1973.





Blue Skies for Neruda


On September 23, 1973, at the death of Chilean poet Pablo Neruda, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature, Santiago’s skies were cloudy, gray and dark. Thirty years later, the sun shone brightly over a gathering at Isla Negra, in front of the poet’s tomb by the sea. 


President Lagos, along with government officials, friends and representatives of the cultural world, paid homage to the creative artist as well as to Neruda’s other facets: the politician, the ambassador, and above all, “the man committed to his ideals of change,” as the President noted. The date did not pass unnoticed in the international press, with many commentators dedicating articles and columns “to the poet who has two sacred obligations: to leave and to return,” as Argentine writer Rodolfo Braceli commented in the periodical Veintitrés.  





Organized by the Presidential Advisory Committee for the Commemoration of the Centennial of Pablo Neruda and the foundation bearing the poet’s name, the event marked the beginning of a series of activities to be held in Chile and around the world to celebrate the 100-year anniversary of his birth, on July 12, 2004. 





Successful Operation


Mrs. Luisa Durán, wife of President Lagos, recently underwent an operation at Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston to treat a benign tracheal stenosis. The surgery was pronounced a complete success. Mrs. Durán and the President were especially grateful for the ongoing concern about her health shown by men, women and children in all parts of Chile.





The couple also received letters from President George Bush, former President Jimmy Carter and UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. Presidents and Foreign Ministers across Latin America also contacted Chile’s Foreign Ministry to express their good wishes.





The Economy: Optimism Behind the Numbers 


The Chilean economy showed a positive balance during the first half of the current year. Its GDP growth of 3.2% increases optimism about the country’s achievement of its goals for 2003. 



































Chileans Abroad


Since September 1, the country has been “counting” all of the Chileans living in Central and South America, through the implementation of the first stage of the Registro de Chilenos en el Exterior (Registry of Chileans Abroad). This is an initiative to gather information about the needs, problems and aspirations of more than a million people, according to preliminary estimates. 





The Registry marks the first real attempt to implement a State policy directed at this group of Chileans. Its goals are to recognize their civil and political rights – considered inalienable by the government – as well as to create programs to promote their safety, social security, education, repatriation and family reunification. One of the concerns expressed by many foreign residents is the retention or restoration of their Chilean citizenship, which they may have been called upon to renounce in order to become citizens of their country of residence, for various reasons.





The first Registry initiative, which is voluntary in nature, is being carried out in 15 countries. The data collected are confidential and protected by statistical secrecy under Chilean law. Its implementation is supported by Chile’s consulates abroad, the Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas, INE (National Statistics Institute) and the International Organization for Migration (OIM). An unprecedented undertaking in Latin America, it will be completed during 2004, when it will be extended to the rest of the world.





The Rigors of the Mine


The human epic surrounding Chile’s exploitation of coal in the early 20th century is the central theme of the film SubTerra, one of this year’s most eagerly-awaited Chilean premieres. The film was presented to the public for the first time at the Lota Theater.





Lota is the modest coal town in southern Chile where the story takes place. Its inhabitants are either mineworkers or descendants of the thousands of people who passed their lives, generation after generation, in the depths of the coal shafts. 





Based on the first novel of Chilean writer Baldomero Lillo (1867-1923), it is a story with strong social content, depicting the dramatic rigors of the mining life, in contrast to the promises of a better life held out by the Industrial Revolution. 





Directed by journalist Marcelo Ferrari, the motion picture features a company of 60 actors and 500 extras. A “period” film, it exhibits outstanding technical quality and artistic direction, revealing meticulous research in its scenery, costumes and makeup. The soundtrack of symphonic music was studio-recorded by the Chamber Orchestra of Chile.  





The film was co-produced by the Chilean company Nueva Imagen and Infinity Films of Canada, at a cost of 1.2 million dollars. It was supported by public funds and programs as well as by private investors. 





Did You Know?





Chilean composer Sergio Ortega, one of the country’s most prominent musicians, died on September 14 in Paris, at the age of 65. He is the creator of Fulgor y Muerte de Joaquín Murieta, Venceremos, and El pueblo unido, among other works. 





During the military dictatorship, one of the main strongholds in support of the persecuted was the Vicariate of Solidarity, created by Cardinal Raúl Silva Henríquez, Archbishop of Santiago, in 1976. On August 30, Unesco awarded the Vicariate’s human rights archives the status of Documentary Heritage within the Memory of the World Programme. 





A new tourist route has been launched in southern Chile: Exploradores Kaweskar. It is a cruise through the Patagonian channels to the ice fields of Campo de Hielo Sur, passing by Puerto Edén, a village whose first inhabitants were the indigenous Kawesqar or Alakaluf people.





President Ricardo Lagos at the ceremony commemorating the 30-year anniversary of Pablo Neruda’s death, at the poet’s home in Isla Negra.











Facts





What used to take 60 days now takes just a few minutes: using a new online system installed in Chile’s consulates by the Servicio de Registro Civil e Identificación (Civil and Identification Registry Service), Chileans living abroad can obtain a variety of digital certificates from anywhere in the world.





The children’s news program 31 Minutos, whose protagonists are puppets, was voted Best Program in the nonfiction category for children aged 6-11 at the first Prix Jeunesse Iberoamericano children’s television festival, held in Chile in August. The show’s lively characters also won the prize for popularity, awarded by some 3,000 children. 
































Tulio Triviño, the lead character of 31 Minutos.





The website www.centenariopabloneruda.cl contains information about the events to be held in Chile and abroad to celebrate the 100-year anniversary of the poet’s birth. It also presents newly-revealed photographs and offers a virtual tour of his three homes, which have been converted into museums.





During the first half of 2003, foreign tourists spent 531 million dollars in Chile.



































Chile was identified as the best “long-distance tourist destination” by more than 24,000 British respondents surveyed by the newspapers The Observer and The Guardian and the online Guardian Unlimited. The runners-up were Morocco and Tanzania.





Quotes from President Lagos





“October is a pleasant time to remember. It was when the ‘No’ triumphed, the way we Chileans do it – with the stroke of a pencil, we change things in this country.”


On the 15-year anniversary 


of the 1988 plebiscite.


Santiago, September 15, 2003





“We are reopening this door so that the breezes of liberty which have made our homeland great can blow through it once again.”


Upon reopening the door of La Moneda 


Palace at Morandé Street 80.


Santiago, September 11, 2003





“To build a Chile where the events of 30 years ago never happen again, where Chileans never view each other as enemies, where differences are part of normal democratic life and not opposing trenches.”


September 11, 2003





“Sometimes it seems we have many memories of Neruda, but few of Neftalí Reyes Basoalto. Few, because sometimes we forget that son of a Southern railwayman, and we remember only his moments of triumph: the Neruda of the Nobel Prize, the Neruda we all appreciate.”


On the 30th anniversary of the poet’s death.


Isla Negra, September 23, 2003

















People of Chile


José Zalaquett 





He is an art critic, a renowned intellectual and an avid chess player. At the age of 61,


José Zalaquett is, above all, an internationally-respected specialist in human rights. In


recognition of his ongoing work to support the “protection of the rights of the individual,” he has just been awarded Chile’s National Prize for Humanities and Social Sciences.


Zalaquett is linked to Chile’s most important human rights milestones.


He participated actively in the Comité Pro Paz (Pro-Peace Committee), created by Cardinal Raúl Silva Henríquez in October 1973, a month after the military coup. Detained in November 1975, he was released in March 1976, when the Cardinal agreed to shut down the Committee. Yet it was promptly replaced by the Vicariate of Solidarity, where Zalaquett began working as soon as he regained his freedom. He was then expelled from Chile, on April 12, 1976. 


In exile, he dedicated himself fully to the issue of human rights, becoming president of Amnesty International. He returned to Chile in 1986, and in 1990 he was asked by President Patricio Aylwin to serve as a member of the National Commission for Truth and Reconciliation. He was a member of the Mesa de Diálogo (Dialogue Roundtable) in 1999, and this year he actively participated in the preparation of the government’s Human Rights Proposal. 


Zalaquett is Professor of Ethics, Government and Human Rights at the University of Chile, and also holds honorary doctorates from the Universities of New York and Notre Dame. He is a member of the International Commission of Jurists and serves on the boards of various humanitarian, legal and human rights organizations, such as Americas Watch and the Henry Dunant Institute. He has headed missions to countries in Africa, the Middle East, Southeast Asia and the Americas. 


 	The numerous distinctions he has received include the MacArthur Foundation Award and the Unesco Prize for human rights education. 


He is currently one of the seven members of the OAS Inter-American Human Rights Commission.








EDITOR-IN-CHIEF


Javier Luis Egaña


Director, Communication and Culture Secretariat


EDITOR


María Paz del Río


Chief, International Press Department


TEXT


International Press Department


PHOTOGRAPHS


President’s Office


COMMUNICATION AND CULTURE SECRETARIAT


MINISTRY GENERAL GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT


� HYPERLINK http://www.segegob.cl ��www.segegob.cl�


� HYPERLINK mailto:depreint@segegob.cl ��depreint@segegob.cl�


� HYPERLINK http://www.gobiernodechile.cl ��www.gobiernodechile.cl�






































Overheard





Chile “has become one of the developing world’s most solid economies, and by signing a Free Trade Agreement with the world’s largest economy, it will have the opportunity to achieve even more progress and to help make the entire region more prosperous.”


President George Bush, 


at the signing ceremony for the Free Trade 


Agreement between the United States and Chile. 


Washington, September 3, 2003


“The Chilean economy, in spite of passing difficulties caused by the war in Iraq, is on its way to growing 3% to 3.5% this year, its best performance since 2000.”


The Wall Street Journal.


September 3, 2003





“Chile is positioned as a model of excellent macroeconomic balances, with high levels of social responsibility, framed within a policy of consensus and dialogue among the political and private sectors.” 


Enrique Iglesias, President of the Inter-American 


Development Bank. 


Washington, August 25, 2003
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Agenda 


September 25-27: Official visit to Chile of the President of the Republic of Mongolia, Natsag Bagabandi.


October 6-7: Second Gathering of South American Defense Ministers. Ministry of Defense, Santiago.


October 17-19: Official State visit of President Ricardo Lagos to Thailand. 


October 20-21: Eleventh APEC Leaders’ Summit, Thailand.


October 26-28: Official visit of the Lithuanian State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Evaldas Ignatavičius.








Inflation					1.6%


Unemployment                           		9.1%


Exports*                         			10,359.7


Imports*	 		        		8,561.7


Average tariff on imports 			3.9%


Balance of trade*           			1,798.5


Net international reserves*			10,799


*in millions of dollars
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