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Important Visits


November has been a month of intense diplomatic and political activity in Chile. Numerous prominent leaders from around the world have visited the country, and more are scheduled to do so in the coming days. 





Among the first to arrive was the President of Finland, Tarja Halonen, on November 4. Her visit coincided with that of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who selected Chile as the starting point for his Latin American tour. Annan attended a working meeting with President Ricardo Lagos at La Moneda Palace, and met with Senate president Andrés Zaldívar and the president of the Chamber of Deputies, Isabel Allende.





On his last day in the country, Annan participated, along with Presidents Halonen and Lagos, in a roundtable discussion entitled “The Global Context and the Renewal of the United Nations,” hosted by ECLAC. The leaders agreed that the UN must contribute to the exercise of international power in a collective manner, not based on the individual interests of particular nations. Noting the vital importance of the organization’s work, they discussed the need to reform its constituent bodies – including the Security Council – to bring them up to date with the current global environment and to ensure that their decisions enjoy greater representativeness and legitimacy.





Further visits to Chile included that of the Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, Vladimir Spidla (November 3 and 4), and the Deputy Prime Minister and minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, Lydie Polfer (November 4 and 5).





From the 15th to the 17th, Spanish Prime Minister José María Aznar visited the country. Speaking to the press, President Lagos expressed his wish that this visit “should be portrayed and understood as the consolidation of a very long-term strategic alliance.” On October 21, Spain became the fourth country – after Denmark, the United Kingdom and Ireland – to ratify the Association Agreement between Chile and the European Union.  





Aznar was the guest of honor at the Chile-Spain Business Encounter, organized by the Chilean Federation of Industries (Sociedad de Fomento Fabril). Before some 500 businesspeople, he indicated that both countries’ economic policies “have served to maintain a path of stable growth, in times of serious international difficulties,” adding that the close ties between Chile and Spain are the fruit of these decisions as well as the “enormous efforts to open up to the world” undertaken by their economies. 


Budget with a Social Accent


The predictions of the government and the business community agree: 2004 is seen as a year of clear recovery for the Chilean economy, with projected growth rates over 4%. This figure is considerably higher than the 3.4% expected for the current year. In fact, during September, Chile’s economy grew at an annualized rate of 4.2%.





The country’s 2004 budget bill reflects these projections for recovery. For the fourth consecutive year, it was prepared within a framework of sustainable fiscal policy, aimed at maintaining the country’s objective of a structural surplus of 1% of GDP. 





Social spending will rise even higher than in previous years, with a fundamental focus on two areas: the fight against poverty and reforms to the health care system. The country’s special employment programs will be maintained, while those for job training and professional education will be reinforced. Total public investment will rise by some 7% in comparison with 2003. 





Under the new budget, Chile’s emergency health care system will be strengthened, and its Full School Day initiative will be extended to 1.6 million students. The “Chile Solidarity” social support network will be granted sufficient resources to serve 176,000 indigent families, while another 67,000 families will be moved out of temporary settlements, and 100,000 new housing units for the needy will be constructed.





The President at APEC and in Vietnam


At the conclusion of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Forum’s Eighth Summit of Heads of State and Government, held in Thailand on October 20 and 21, President Ricardo Lagos officially accepted the responsibility for organizing the group’s Ninth Summit, to be held on November 21 and 22, 2004. 





Chile is taking on this commitment “with enthusiasm, with realism about the world economy, and with a vision for the future,” stated the President. Speaking to foreign media representatives, he outlined the four points of the upcoming summit’s working agenda: trade and security; the achievement of agreements to facilitate World Trade Organization (WTO) negotiations; reforms to the international financial system; and an examination of APEC’s own institutions and operating procedures.  





After the Summit in Bangkok, Lagos paid an official visit to Vietnam. There, he and President Tran Duc Luong agreed to broaden their countries’ diplomatic relations and achieve closer bilateral ties. The two nations cut off relations in 1973, after the coup d’état in Chile, resuming them only in 1992. The Embassy of Vietnam in Santiago reopened its doors on November 1. 





To Protect the Children


A bill establishing new penalties for child pornography and child molestation is about to become law in Chile. In sending the bill to Congress, the government designated it as a matter of “highest urgency.” 





The new law will create more effective mechanisms to combat the child pornography networks currently operating on the Internet, as well as expressly adding penalties for sexual relations with minors to the country’s Penal Code. The bill considerably increases prison sentences for sexual offenses, while raising to 14 years the minimum age at which a minor can consent to sexual relations. 





The proposed legislation also provides new and more effective tools to the police and the courts for the prosecution of these crimes, including the power to employ undercover agents and to intercept and record communications. It imposes sanctions on the production, distribution and possession of pornographic material involving children, while codifying a set of acts which may harm minors’ sexual development, in order to prevent abuse and ensure that those who commit it are punished.





In the case of pornography distributed over the Internet, the new law will consider it a crime committed in Chile, even if the server is located outside the country’s territory. 





Science in the Spotlight


Since 1995, a great initiative has been staged across Chile each October: National Science and Technology Week. Its wide-ranging activities invite participants – especially children, youth and teachers – to learn more about various scientific disciplines, develop their capacity for creativity and critical thought, and above all, exercise their curiosity. 





The central theme of the ninth annual event was communications. For six days, students and teachers participated in seminars, expositions and competitions, while enjoying the opportunity to visit universities, research centers, museums, businesses and offices of the communications media. 





The “1,000 Scientists, 1,000 Classrooms” program is perhaps one of the most eagerly-awaited activities each year: scientists visit schools in each of the country’s regions, sharing their passion for their work with the students. National Science and Technology Week, Chile’s leading initiative for the promotion of science and technology, is organized by the “Explore” Program (Chile News No. 44) of the National Scientific and Technological Research Commission (Conicyt).





World Gathering for Gynecology and Obstetrics


From November 2 to 7, more than 12,000 people from 123 countries – gynecologists, obstetricians, government officials and multinational business representatives – gathered in Santiago. Their objective: to analyze and discuss the latest medical discoveries, surgical techniques and current procedures of the specialty.





The 17th World Congress of Gynecology and Obstetrics, FIGO 2003, offered an extensive scientific program, addressing maternal-fetal medicine, gynecological oncology, violence against women, assisted reproduction and menopause, among other topics. The program also highlighted Chile’s advances as a country in the areas of maternal and infant health. 





Making a special trip for the event was Chilean singer Cristina Gallardo-Domas, a soprano at the Metropolitan Opera House of New York. With the city’s Museum of Fine Arts as a backdrop, Gallardo performed a number of musical pieces for the gathering’s inaugural event, attended by President Lagos and the Prime Minister of Mozambique, Pascoal Mocumbi, a former Minister of Health and member of several international health organizations.





Did You Know?





In the plebiscite of October 5, 1988, Chileans voted “no” to the prolongation of General Augusto Pinochet’s regime. The “no” vote received 54.7% of the ballots, and the “yes” 43.01%. 





Two Chilean films received an outstanding reception at the 29th Ibero-American Film Festival in Huelva, Spain, winning eight of the prizes awarded at the competition. Among others, Subterra received the Audience Choice Award as well as the prizes for Best Director and Best Photography. Sexo con Amor took the awards for Best Novel Director and Best Original Script. 





Chilean writer Antonio Skármeta was awarded the Premio Planeta literary prize for his novel El baile de la victoria (“The Victory Dance”). He is the first Chilean to win this honor.





President Ricardo Lagos with United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, at La Moneda Palace.











Facts


On November 13, Chile’s country risk fell to a new historic low: 82 base points, according to the index prepared by JP Morgan.





Fitch Ratings has awarded Chile the classification A-, the best in Latin America, giving the country an investment-grade (investment recommended) profile.





For the first time, with 116 votes, Chile was elected as a full member of the Unesco’s Intergovernmental Committee for the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage for the 2004-2007 period.





Chile’s government led the Latin American rankings for electronic participation or “e-government,” prepared by the United Nations’ Division for Public Administration and Development Management. On the world level, it holds third place along with Canada, after Great Britain and the United States.






































Chile’s fresh fruit exports closed the 2002-2003 season with record figures: 1,899,157 tons shipped, representing 1.67 billion dollars in revenue.












































Quotes from President Lagos


“Chile is prepared to work together with the United Nations, under your leadership, to address some of the pressing topics in the region, and to share our experiences with our fellow Latin Americans.” 





(During Chile’s tenure as a non-permanent member of the Security Council, the country will work) “through our ambassador and with our people, to give you the support you need to move forward with this very complex and difficult mission.” 


During the visit of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan.


Santiago, November 6-7, 2003





“I believe that we have made considerable progress in our efforts to live once again in a country that is more democratic, more fraternal, more plural, more enriched by diversity. There still remains much for us to do, but I can assure you, Holy Father, that from every part of Chile today, there emerges a cry of ‘never again’ to those times which brought us polarization, hatred, human rights violations and the destruction of our liberties.” 


In a congratulatory letter to Pope John Paul II , on the 25-year anniversary of his papacy. October 16, 2003





“We remember October 5, 1988 as a great gesture by our citizens, arising from below, from the will of the people to recover their liberty, from their determination which crumbled walls that appeared unbreakable, from their will to be, which was stronger than fear and stronger than absolute power.”


On the 15-year anniversary of the 1988 plebiscite. La Moneda Palace.


October 5, 2003




















People of Chile


Father Hurtado





Jesuit priest Alberto Hurtado was a man driven by overwhelming enthusiasm, whether 


on board his green pickup truck overflowing with street children, in his Sunday sermons, or 


addressing packed assemblies as a teacher or charismatic orator. His work never deviated from 


a single path: defending Chile’s most needy and vulnerable inhabitants, preserving their dignity 


and helping them integrate into society.


Born in 1901, he graduated from Chile’s Catholic University with a degree in law, and he began his social mission early. In 1923, he achieved his goal of entering the Society of Jesus, and in 1933, he was ordained as a priest in Lovaina, Belgium. At the university there, he also earned the degree of Doctor of Education. Returning to Chile, he threw himself into sensitizing the country to the plight of the poor. His call was to “give until it hurts.” 


In 1947, he formed the Chilean Economic and Labor Association (Asociación Sindical y Económica Chilena), an independent, non-political Christian labor group. The association helped prepare the text for the bill creating Chile’s current Labor Code.


Father Hurtado’s greatest legacy arose from an unexpected event which marked him forever: in the gaze of an indigent man, he saw the face of Christ. In 1944, he laid the cornerstone for the Hogar de Cristo, Chile’s largest social assistance institution, which today serves children and at-risk youth, as well as the elderly and handicapped, through 800 charitable projects.  


His untimely death, on August 18, 1952, from a cruel cancer which he endured with notable stoicism, affected the nation deeply. Those who were present on that day report that a cross of clouds formed in the sky. 


Father Hurtado was beatified in Rome in 1994, after an extensive examination of his life and work. Last October 8, the Vatican’s Medical Committee of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints classified the last case presented as a miracle performed by Father Hurtado as “unexplainable by medical science.”


In 2001, the centennial of his birth was widely celebrated. In his memory, Chile’s Congress officially proclaimed August 18 as a national “Day of Solidarity.”
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Overheard





“(I am grateful for) the significant role Chile is playing in the UN.” (With this visit) “I can send the message that there are countries where things are going well, where there are lessons we all can learn.” 


Kofi Annan, UN Secretary-General.


La Moneda Palace, Santiago. November 6, 2003 





“Chile is a stable, developed country, which can serve as a key platform for our business activities in the region.” 


Mikio Sasaki, President of Mitsubishi Corporation and of the Chile-Japan Business Committee. Santiago, November 15, 2003 


“Chile is an attractive country, with good economic results, and with great experience in certain areas, such as the pension system. It will be advantageous for both countries to promote cooperation.”


Lydie Polfer, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Relations and Foreign Trade of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg.


Santiago, November 17, 2003





“The ongoing strengthening of friendship and cooperation between China and Chile not only serves the fundamental interests of the people of both countries, but it also helps promote peace, stability and the development of the Asia-Pacific region and the entire world.” 


Hu Jintao, President of China.


Bangkok, October 20, 2003
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Agenda 


November 18: Second Binational Commission for Cooperation between Chile and Peru, Santiago. 


November 24 and 25: Official visit of the President of the Federal Republic of Germany, Johannes Rau. Santiago.


November 26 through 28: Visit of Prince Albert of Monaco. Santiago. 


November 30 through December 3: Fifth International Copper Conference (Cobre 2003, www.cu2003.cl). Santiago.


December 7 through 9: State visit of the President of Colombia, Alvaro Uribe. Santiago.
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