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Toward Digital Development 


Chile has taken a significant step forward in the sphere of Information and Communications Technologies (ICT). In mid-March, President Ricardo Lagos announced a Digital Agenda which includes 34 initiatives designed to fully incorporate Chile into the world of the future.





It will involve an enormous challenge between now and 2006: promoting mass access to ICT; educating and training the population and labor force in their use; advancing in the expansion of electronic government and the digitalization of private enterprise; spurring rapid advances in the ICT industry, and establishing an effective legal framework for the sector.





The Agenda’s specific goals include providing broadband connections to 75% of the country’s State-subsidized schools, extending Internet access to rural areas, upgrading services and connections for the 1,300 existing Infocenters, and reaching the figure of 900,000 Internet-connected households. Further objectives include training 400,000 people per year, achieving a 100% connection rate among large and mid-sized companies and ensuring network access for 60% of small businesses. 





One of the Agenda’s most emblematic initiatives is the creation of “Route 5D,” a high-speed network which will digitally connect the entire public sector. The network, whose construction will begin this year, is expected to increase the transactions available to the public over the Internet from 170 to 300, while advancing the digital development of Congress, the judicial branch, the municipalities and the health sector. 





More Trained Workers 


Last year, Chile came very close to reaching the figure of one million trained workers. This achievement will place the country within the range of the nations making up the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), which unites the world’s most advanced economies.





The nearly-fulfilled goal was originally proposed by President Lagos for achievement in 2005. Its aim was to provide the country with a significant indicator of international competitiveness, stipulating that at least 20% of the active labor force receive annual training.  





The training initiative was implemented by means of a tax credit allowing businesses to deduct worker training costs from their tax payments.


In the case of unemployed and low-income individuals, the National Service for Employment and Training, Sence, offers publicly-funded scholarships and programs to help them aspire to more highly-qualified jobs. 





Encouraging Indicators


Chile’s economic figures showed an encouraging balance at the close of 2003, and indicators for the first months of 2004 are maintaining the trend. The Chilean economy grew by 4.2% during February, while inflation for the 12 months period showed a cumulative decline of 0.7%, a level not seen since March 1932. The unemployment rate fell to 7.4%, the lowest since 1997 for the December-February period, while the number of higher-quality jobs increased.  





In addition, the Santiago Chamber of Commerce reported that Chilean investment abroad tripled during the first quarter of 2004, rising to a total of 643 million dollars.












































Technology on the Water 


Do you know what a “wellboat” is? It’s a specialized craft used to transport live fish, and one of its kind attracted great interest among the more than 10,000 people attending the third Aqua Sur trade fair, the Southern Hemisphere’s leading event for the fisheries industry. 





Anchored along the coast of the southern city of Puerto Montt, in Chile’s Tenth Region, the boat became the star attraction of the international encounter, which united participants from more than 30 countries and 650 businesses in the sector.  





With a fish transport capacity of 750 cubic meters, the wellboat displayed at Aqua Sur is one of the largest of the live harvest type in the country. Reaching a speed of 12.5 knots, it features pressurized storage compartments equipped with oxygen and ozone generators, as well as modern navigation systems allowing it to be operated by a crew of only six people.





Other notable exhibits among the fair’s more than 266 stands included a water cooling system with cells that can maintain the flow below 0.5 °C, and equipment for the cultivation of mussels imported from Norway.


Actively participating in the fair were organizations involved in all aspects of the salmon farming industry, including producers, suppliers of materials and services, research institutes, government authorities and the commercial offices of foreign embassies. Chile is the world’s second leading salmon producer, and salmon farming is Chile’s fourth-strongest export industry.





Art on the Move in Chile


The discomforts of spending 28 hours on the open sea did not discourage the group of artists who embarked in late March on the Chilean Navy’s icebreaker Almirante Viel for the Juan Fernández archipelago, 600 km. off the coast of Valparaíso. 





Their motivation was stronger: bringing a sample of art and culture to Robinson Crusoe Island’s 600 inhabitants and receiving in exchange the reward of their enthusiastic applause. The group also spent time interacting with the community, exchanging opinions and taking note of their needs.





The archipelago was the first destination for the Sismo (“earthquake”) initiative, a traveling art and cultural leadership program sponsored by the National Cultural Council. Throughout the current year, the program will shake more than a hundred Chilean communities with artistic exhibits which include the visual arts, cinematography, dance, literature, music and theater. 





The visitors to Juan Fernández were the musical group Los Jaivas and the National Ballet of Chile. “There will be no more excuses for the lack of access to culture and the arts among people in remote locations,” affirmed Minister José Weinstein. 





A Favorable Balance in Tourism


Each year, Chile attracts an increasing number of foreign tourists. The most popular destinations are the Atacama Desert – the world’s driest – as well as surprising Patagonia and the mysterious Easter Island. Yet the country’s natural endowments offer a much larger number of sights and activities to enjoy.





Observing woodland fauna; trekking among volcanoes, forests and lakes; encountering the customs of Chile’s indigenous peoples; or adopting a rural lifestyle, with its simple pleasures and sacrifices, for a few days – these opportunities evoke great interest among travelers from other parts of the world. The “wine routes” and those devoted to pisco also attract a large number of visitors.





During the 2004 summer season – January and February – the total number of tourists from other latitudes surpassed 440,000, representing an increase of more than 20% compared to the previous year. The most-visited locations were Puerto Natales, Punta Arenas, Arica, Puerto Montt, Viña del Mar, Coihaique and Pucón. Meanwhile, for British tourists, visiting Chile seems to have become an indispensable travel alternative. According to a survey conducted by The Guardian newspaper, the country is viewed as the best long-distance tourist destination.














Did You Know?          


It was a difficult and dangerous trip in a fragile one-engine aircraft, but after nearly a month in flight, Chilean aviators Madeleine Dupont and María Eliana Christen successfully completed their journey from Santiago to Geneva. 





Mexican poet and narrator José Emilio Pacheco was awarded the first Pablo Neruda Ibero-American Poetry Prize, inaugurated by President Ricardo Lagos to commemorate the centennial of the birth of the poet, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature. 





The Mapuche Kimun (“Mapuche Knowledge”), the first periodical published by members of Chile’s most numerous original ethnic group, is now in circulation. The twice-monthly publication is available throughout the country.





President Ricardo Lagos greets author Carlos Fuentes, speaker at the Fifth 


Presidential Conference on the Humanities. La Moneda Palace.








Facts


Since April 1, 40% of Chilean exports to South Korea have entered free of tariffs, thanks to the entry into force of the Free Trade Agreement between the two countries. 





A business survey undertaken by the consulting firm A.T. Kearney, released on March 31, identified Brazil and Chile as the Latin American countries offering the greatest advantages for the creation of skilled jobs.


























The 13th Air and Space Fair, Fidae 2004, was held from March 29 to April 4. Considered Latin America’s leading aeronautics exhibition, it featured more than 200 companies from over 30 countries. President Ricardo Lagos attended its inauguration, along with 17 Ministers of Defense and 17 Commanders-in-Chief of foreign armed forces.





During the IDB’s annual meeting, in Lima, the Institute of International Finance projected an average annual growth rate of 4.8% for Chile during 2004 and 2005, which would place the country in the lead within the region.





The air transport company DHL will establish its regional platform in Chile, taking advantage of the benefits of the trade agreements signed by the country.





Quotations from President Lagos





“What we need to do in the region is maintain a more transparent [defense] policy, and one that represents an appropriate balance [...]. If we make everything transparent, and we do a good job of it, this will mean that we are consolidating our democratic systems, because our countries are well-informed.” 





On the defense spending of the      countries in the region. Fidae. Santiago, March 29, 2004





“This agreement, which is entering into force today, is the embodiment of what we have stated so many times – how to make our country a true gateway between Southeast Asia and Latin America.”  





On the entry into force of the FTA between South Korea and Chile.


Santiago, April 1, 2004





“The integration of the Americas is the result of a common, shared vision regarding the value of democracy, respect for human rights and spaces for greater liberties, with rising levels of equality for our countries.” 





During the inauguration of the Third Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas. 


National Congress. Valparaíso, April 1, 2004





“As a Chilean, one cannot help but be happy thinking about someone who went out knocking on doors, who sought out the poor and created the Hogar de Cristo for them, someone who made his life into an apostolate for serving Christ, today, in Rome, it is believed that he will be the next saint from Chile.” 


Upon the Vatican’s ratification 


of the beatified Chilean Padre Hurtado’s second miracle. 


Santiago, April 2, 2004





People of Chile


Schoolchildren





In the most remote rural areas, the children get up before dawn. They have to rise early to 


start out on the way to their schools, which are sometimes a great distance from their homes. Since


classes resume in March, some travel back and forth on foot, even when it rains. Others 


arrive on bicycles, on horseback or in oxcarts. Sometimes a car picks them up, shortening their 


journey a little. 


	Nowhere in Chile does distance prevent a child from attending school. Schools are scattered across the pampas, the high Andean plains, the cities, the coast, the foothills, the islands and Patagonia. Even in Antarctica. There is a school in Puerto Williams, the world’s southernmost city, as well as one in Chiu-Chiu, a tiny village on the high northern plains, where the Inca Trail once passed. In them, teachers and students make an effort to overcome their geographical isolation, to learn and to connect themselves to the world. And they succeed – literally – thanks to the Enlaces educational network, which provides computer and Internet resources to schools throughout the country.  


	Chile has more than 3,250,000 schoolchildren. The majority attend schools financed by the State; only 10.2% study in private institutions. Since 1990, abundant resources have been invested in constructing primary and secondary schools, as well as opening additional facilities in areas where schools are overcrowded. In 2003 alone, the government earmarked 242.6 million U.S. dollars for educational infrastructure, an amount greater than the total spent in the entire decade of the 1980s.


Yet it is still not easy for all children to study. Until last year, a significant number left school after completing the elementary grades, in order to work and contribute economically to their families. To ensure that these children complete their secondary studies, on May 17, 2003, President Ricardo Lagos officially announced a constitutional provision extending the country’s mandatory years of education to 12. At the same time, a special subsidy was created to help the most vulnerable students stay in school. 


	The efforts are bearing fruit. There are children who attend class at altitudes above 4,000 meters, and others who travel long distances by boat to arrive at school. Like those of the Candelaria School, in the Región de los Lagos: although the climate often forces the administration to cancel classes because the journey becomes hazardous, the attendance rate never drops below 95%.








In 2003:


GDP growth 	                   				3.3%


Inflation	  	                   			1.1%


Domestic demand (% real annual variation) 		3.5%


Gross fixed capital formation (% of GDP)	      	21.2%


National savings (% of GDP)			      	21.0%


Exports*						21.046


Imports*						18.030


Trade balance*				 	  	3.015


International reserves*					15.851





* in billions U.S. dollars
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Overheard


"I am confident that the Chilean organization of APEC and the group’s upcoming meeting in Santiago will promote the expansion of Russian-Chilean ties across the Pacific."


Sergey Mironov, 


Chairman of the Russian Federation Council. 


Santiago,  April 6, 2004





"Patricio Aylwin, Eduardo Frei and above all, now, Ricardo Lagos, have traversed the distance from dictatorship to democracy. I have never lost my confidence that Chile would once again find its democratic path. Ricardo Lagos confirms this, and above all, he is consolidating institutions and ideas at a level that is rare in Latin America: that of the statesman, while still remaining a politician.”


Mexican writer Carlos Fuentes. 


Column in the Reforma newspaper.


April 5, 2004





“Chile has many advantages; its open, diversified and very competitive economy is widely recognized. These achievements are built on very solid foundations: a transparent financial system and an effective and properly-managed regulatory framework, which together have set the stage for the signing of free trade agreements and allowed Chile to compete with its exports on the world level in various areas.” 


Alan R. Griffith, vice president of the Bank of New York.


Santiago, March 23, 2004











Agenda 


April 


4 to 6: Official Visit of the Chairman of the Russian Federation Council, Sergey Mironov. Santiago.


5 and 6: Annual Meeting of the OAS Inter-American Committee on Social Development (Cides) Santiago.


19: State Visit of the Prime Minister of Belize, Said Musa. Santiago.


22: Official Visit of the President of Ecuador, Lucio Gutiérrez. Santiago.


April 25 to May 4: Visits by President Ricardo Lagos to South Africa, Indonesia, Singapore and New Zealand.
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