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Chileans Today





The official results of the 2002 Population and Housing Census reveal that the benefits of the past decade’s economic growth have spread throughout the population at a rate which is unprecedented in the country’s history.





President Ricardo Lagos during the presentation ceremony for the results of the 17th National Population and 6th Housing Census of 2002.





On April 26, 1880, the first telephone call was made between Santiago and the port of Valparaíso, 110 kilometers away. One hundred years later, in 1982, 11% of Chilean homes were equipped with telephones. Today, this figure has risen to 51.5%. In addition, half of all Chileans have a cellular phone. This is just a sample of the transformations experienced by Chilean society thanks to economic development.





Changes such as these were clearly reflected in the 2002 Population and Housing Census, the official results of which were recently presented to President Ricardo Lagos. This “snapshot” of the country reveals not only that the population has increased since the previous Census, in 1992, but also that the quality of life in Chile is approaching that of developed societies. The country has seen striking advances in educational levels, housing standards and access to new technologies.


 


“Today we acknowledge these results without complacency, but with the satisfaction that they give us a reason to celebrate, because they represent an achievement by all Chileans,” noted the President. “This Census presents us with both opportunities and challenges, and if we take proper advantage of them, they will bring us much closer to the establishment of a fully-developed country.”





Since the 1992 Census, Chileans’ average years of schooling have risen, along with the number of professionals and technical experts. The quality of housing has improved, while home appliances and utilities such as water and sewage connections have become more prevalent.


This can be explained by the country’s rapid economic development in recent years. But it is also due to the social policies which have been consistently applied, since 1990, by the administrations of the Concertación de Partidos por la Democracia coalition. The grouping’s three Presidents – Patricio Aylwin, Eduardo Frei and Ricardo Lagos – have devoted approximately 70% of the national budget to social spending, mainly in the areas of health care, education and housing. 





For the government, the Census results reveal a country in which “the Concertación coalition’s most profound aims are finding expression: the achievement of development on a human scale, within a democratic country making progress in peace.”





Using State-of-the-Art Technology


The Census was undertaken throughout Chile on April 24, 2002, all over the country’s challenging geography. 





The information provided by this Census – the first of the 21st century – will be vital for the country’s future planning and development. 





Some 385,000 volunteers, including students, professors, government officials, members of the armed forces and civil servants, took on the task of surveying the country, house by house. Some had to travel by boat or on horseback, walk great distances or climb steep hills. 





The volunteers canvassed all individuals present in each housing unit as of the preceeding midnight, whether or not they were habitual residents. For collective housing units – such as hotels, hospitals, barracks or prisons – a special questionnaire was used, designed to gather data about the inhabitants while omitting references to housing characteristics.





The questionnaire employed in the Census sought to determine the population’s composition by age and gender, as well as the local, demographic, educational and labor diversity of Chile’s 342 townships. The questions used in the 1992 Census were retained for comparison purposes, but additional topics were also included, to more closely examine the identity and standard of living of today’s Chileans.  





The new questions covered issues such as access to technology (computers, Internet connections, cellular phones, and cable or satellite TV) and the use of modern appliances in the home; the quality of home construction; membership in the ethnic groups covered by the Indigenous People’s Law; and religious affiliations other than Catholic and Evangelical (Jewish, Muslim, Jehovah’s Witness, Mormon, Orthodox, atheist, agnostic or none).





The responses to the housing-related questions shed light on the number and type of homes in the country, the existing needs and demand for housing, the country’s remaining housing deficit, and the population’s access to basic services. The questions regarding appliances and other conveniences in homes are useful for public policymaking as well as investment and marketing decisions in the private sector.





The completed Census forms were processed using state-of-the-art technology. Each form was scanned, permitting optical reading of the responses. The digitalized pages were then transferred to a computer equipped with automatic character recognition software. Then, the data obtained were automatically sorted using pre-established codes.














The New Chileans


Between 1992 and 2002, far-reaching social and cultural changes transformed the face of Chilean society. The population grew at an annual rate of 1.2%, the third lowest in Latin America. This can be explained in part by the increased entry of Chilean women – who have become more qualified, competent and autonomous – into the job market. Women’s labor force participation rose from 28.06% to 35.57% during the decade.





More than 11.4% of the population is currently over 60 years of age. Yet while the number of older adults increased, children under 15 declined as a percentage of the population, to 25.7%. In 1960, on the other hand, senior citizens accounted for only 6.8% of the population, while 39.6% of Chileans were younger than 15.





Women’s mass entry into the workforce has also affected Chilean families and homes. Today, one out of three Chilean households is headed by a woman, compared to one out four in 1992. Nearly 70% of Chilean homes are occupied by nuclear families – a father and/or mother and their children.





Extended-family households – that is, those including other relatives in addition to the nuclear family – have declined. One-person households, however, which represent 11.6% of all Chilean homes, are on the rise.





Changes were also seen in Chileans’ marital statistics. While the percentages of singles, widows and widowers remained relatively steady compared to 1992, the categories of “separated” and – especially – “living together” showed significant increases. The latter rose from 5.7% of Chileans in 1992 to 8.9% in 2002, to the detriment of the “married” category, which declined from 51.8% to 46.2%. Nevertheless, married couples continue to form the central nucleus of the Chilean family.





President Lagos attached special significance to the data on family composition. “We have five million married people, who continue to be the vast majority in Chile. But there are another million who are living together, or are in a stable partnership, and there is also the dramatic reality of 552,000 Chilean men and women who are separated.”





In this regards, the administration has given priority to the new civil marriage law, which is currently in its second legislative stage in the Senate. It is felt that this law will more closely reflect the changes in society and the family, while providing more effective protection of children’s rights.





Membership in an indigenous ethnic group was declared by 4.6% of the country’s total population. In contrast with the 1992 Census, which asked only about identification with the Mapuche, Aymara or Rapanui cultures, the current survey addressed membership in any of the eight groups recognized by the 1993 Indigenous People’s Law.





Among indigenous peoples, the Mapuche continue to be the most numerous group, at 87.3%; while the Aymara represent 7%, and the Atacama 3%. Taken together, the remaining ethnic groups – Quechua, Rapanui, Colla, Alacalufe and Yámana – account for less than one percent of the total population.





Senior Citizens: A Growing Challenge�The Census shows an aging tendency among the Chilean population, a product of the country’s progress in health care and living conditions, as well as lower fertility and higher survival rates. While the general population expanded at a rate of 1.2%, those over 65 increased by 3.3%. For the first time in the country’s history, over a million senior citizens live in Chile, nearly 50% more than in 1992.


This expanding group brings new challenges for both the government and society. The President signaled that Chile must seek ways to ensure the integration of senior citizens, to prevent the rise of a new form of poverty. He stressed the need to guarantee health care for all older adults, improve coverage for chronic illnesses, and address mental health-related problems related. 





Greater labor flexibility is also needed, permitting senior citizens to contribute their experience in part-time jobs. Above all, the President emphasized the importance of improving pensions, allowing Chile’s senior citizens to enjoy a tranquil retirement.

















Religions and Creeds


Chile continues to be a highly religious country. About 85% of its inhabitants identify themselves as Christians: 70% are Catholic (a drop of 7% compared to 1992) and 15.4% are Evangelical. Only 8.3% reported being agnostics or atheists. 





In addition, approximately 119,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses live in Chile, slightly more than 100,000 Mormons, along with nearly 15,000 Jews and some 3,000 Muslims. In all, 493,000 people profess a religion or creed outside the mainstream Catholic or protestant traditions.





A Well-Educated Society


Chileans are better-educated today than they were ten years ago. Average years of schooling have increased from 7.5 in 1992 to 8.5 today. Preschool coverage has reached its highest levels in the country’s history – nearly 50% – while the number of people with some form of higher education has doubled.





Between 1992 and 2002, the number of Chileans who have completed secondary studies increased by nearly 50%. Today, more than half leave school with a technical diploma, giving them better opportunities in the job market.





Perhaps the greatest leap forward, however, was seen in higher education. Holders of professional degrees increased from 5.5% of the population over 25 years old to 9%. In university education, 


this increase was equal for men and women, but it especially avored women in the country’s technical training centers and professional institutes.


The three Concertación administrations have placed enormous emphasis on the education and training of Chileans. In addition to extending mandatory education from eight to 12 years – a proposal currently before the legislature – the latest reform measure includes a strategy to reduce the dropout rate as well as a subsidy to help keep at-risk youth in school.














A Higher Quality of Life


The Census data confirm that the benefits of the past decade’s economic growth have been extended to the population at a rate which is unprecedented in the country’s history. 





The broad distribution of the country’s progress is reflected in its social indicators. Among the country’s homes (26.3 for each 100 inhabitants), 96,1% have electrical connections and 91% have running water, both supplied by public networks. During the decade from 1992 to 2002, the housing supply increased by 30.6%. A revealing piece of information reflecting the rise in Chilean living standards: in the decade from 1992 to 2002, deficient housing (homes constructed of flimsy materials) decreased by 43%. Today, 95% of homes are solidly-constructed.





The Census figures confirm Chile’s status as the country with the narrowest housing deficit in Latin America. Public policies implemented by the Aylwin, Frei and Lagos administrations have brought the number down from 27% to 11%.  





About 86% of Chileans live in urban areas, while 13.4% reside in rural zones. The countryside has seen significant progress, thanks to special programs designed to reduce migration to cities, promote economic development, raise living standards and improve rural Chileans’ access to education and health care.  





Better-Equipped Homes


The new questions on domestic appliances and electronic devices included in the 2002 Census reveal significant increases in Chileans’ access to technology. For example, two out of every ten households have a computer, and 10.2% are connected to the Internet.


Other electronic equipment, such as televisions, video recorders and radios are also on the rise; in many cases, several devices were reported per home. Similar increases were seen in home appliances: refrigerators, washing machines and microwave ovens have become commonplace.





A notable expansion was also registered in automobile ownership. The number of households maintaining motor vehicles for personal use increased by 88.6% in comparison with 1992.





The results of the 2002 Census reveal the expansion of the country’s population and economy, its improved infrastructure and its advancing development. Yet what is significant behind the numbers and percentages is the confirmation that in today’s Chile, progress wears a recognizable, human face, reflected in the achievements of individuals and a higher quality of day-to-day life. 





Chile’s social indicators are approaching those of the developed world, and its people are undergoing changes in their ways of thinking and of seeing the world. During the most prosperous period of the past century, Chileans have changed their beliefs, their customs and their lifestyles. The traditional demographic trends have reversed for children and senior citizens; women have enthusiastically entered the workforce; the concept of family is less rigid than it was a decade ago, and diverse religions coexist in an atmosphere of tolerance and respect.





The figures reveal a country which is both diverse and unique, and one whose greatest wealth lies in its people.





“All of these changes are like a river flowing ever more rapidly, leaving behind backwardness and injustice. Looking beyond day-to-day events and the public debate which sometimes focuses on small things, the changes during these ten years in Chile are surprising, undeniable, and in many areas, unprecedented.”





President Ricardo Lagos
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Facts





Chile has 15,116,435 inhabitants.





25.7% are under 15 years of age, and 50.7% are female.





Chileans have an average of 8.5 years of schooling.
































Did You Know?





The first general Census in Chile was carried out under the mandate of Spanish governor Agustín de Jáuregui, from 1778 to 1789.





A law enacted in 1843 called for the national Census to be held at regular ten-year intervals.





In that year, Chile had 1,083,701 inhabitants.





The technical body responsible for the Census is the National Statistics Institute (INE), part of the Ministry of Economy.
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The Census is the only survey of the entire population, including all households and housing units.





Preparations for the 2002 Census began in 1998, after the 16th Population and Fifth Housing Census, held in 1992, was evaluated.





A “Pre-Census” was carried out during 2001, to survey the country’s homes and estimate the number of people living in them. 























The basic unit used in the Census as a framework for identifying people was the household. On a special form, census-takers first noted the number of people living in the household and their genders, and then applied the questionnaire.





The digital processing of the Census data required the scanning of some 20 million pages.





The area of Chilean territory with the fewest inhabitants is Antarctica, home to only 130 people (115 men and 15 women). Its sole civilian settlement, Villa Las Estrellas, includes 12 families, with a total of 12 men, 12 women and 17 children.








Facts





The 2002 Census indicated that 20% of female heads of household have completed more than 13 years of education, compared with 9% in 1992.





The literacy rate for women is now equal to that for men: 95.8%.





Chilean women have an average of 2.26 children. The figure for the European Union is 1.5.
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“We all want marriage to be permanent; no one would want divorce to exist, but it is not possible to live in a society in which half a million adults are prevented from rebuilding their lives. It is a topic we must address, strengthening the family and strengthening the protection of children.”





President Ricardo Lagos





The information collected by the Census covers legalized unions and separations as well as those which have not been legalized – in contrast to the Civil Registry, which includes only includes the former. Thus, it gives a more precise view of the trends and developments in Chileans’ marital status and living arrangements.
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The most numerous age group among senior citizens is from 60 to 69, comprising 899,000 people. In Chile, 24.2% of households are headed by a person over 60.














Facts





In 2002, Chile had 1,717,478 inhabitants over the age of 60. Among them, 959,429 were women and 758,049 were men. 





There are 1,141 people over 100 years old living in Chile.





Of these, 669 are women and 472 are men.











The National Senior Citizens’ Service was created in September 2002 to combat discrimination and marginalization affecting older adults. Its tasks include working to support senior citizens’ full integration into society and ensuring that their Constitutional and legal rights are respected.





Did You Know?





In 1920, Chile passed a Mandatory Primary Education Law, establishing four years of obligatory schooling.





In 1929, mandatory schooling rose to six years, and in 1965, to eight. 





On August 26, 2002, President Ricardo Lagos signed and submitted a Constitutional reform bill mandating 12 years of schooling for all Chilean children.
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Between 1992 and 2002, the number of children between five and 14 who have attended preschool rose from 285,082 to 423,174.





Low-income youth have enjoyed the most notable increase in access to secondary education.





The population group made up of professionals, scientists, intellectuals and technical experts has expanded by 124%.





8.1% of Chile’s labor force have 17 or more years of education; that is, they are highly-qualified professionals with postgraduate degrees. 





95.8% of the population ten years of age or older is literate. 














In primary and secondary schools, 97% of students use computer rooms, and three out of four have access to the Internet.








During the past ten years, the percentage of rural homes with electrical connections rose from 53.1% to 85.7%. This makes Chile, along with Costa Rica, one of the leading Latin American countries in this area.











The government has instituted an extensive program promoting the use of clean or renewable forms of energy to supply isolated rural communities not served by the public electrical network. A project is being initiated this year to provide solar power, using photovoltaic panels, to 6,000 rural homes in northern Chile.

















Facts





Over ten years, 1,030,000 homes have been constructed by the public and private sectors – more than double the increase in the country’s population. 





70% of Chileans who purchase their own home do so with some sort of government subsidy.





Three out of four Chilean families own their own home.





Nine out of ten are connected to a sewage system.





87% of homes include a color television, and 23.9% have cable or satellite TV.





82% have a refrigerator; 78.8% a washing machine, and 30% a microwave oven.





400,000 more households than in 1992 maintain an automobile for personal use.
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